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Philanthropy for research and education is getting more and more important. 
The desire to get involved on a personal level has found its feet in civil society 
too. People want to give something of their wealth back to the community and 
to take some responsibility for future generations. This is a trend that we see 
in our own day-to-day work as well. In addition to the valuable contributions 
made by companies, organisations and foundations, the number of private indi-
viduals who want to support education, learning and forward-thinking research 
projects is continuously increasing. Over the past year, more than 2,340 people 
from 28 countries contributed a total of over 48 million Swiss francs. The age 
range is impressive too – while the youngest donor is aged just 22, our oldest 
supporter has already celebrated his 105th birthday. 

On behalf of all those who have benefited from your support, we would like to 
thank you, the friends, partners and alumni of ETH Zurich, for your desire and 
willingness to help shape the future and to get involved with matters close to 
your heart. Particular thanks are also due to the ETH Executive Board, the pro-
fessors and employees at ETH Zurich, together with ETH Zurich Foundation’s 
unsalaried Board of Trustees and the entire team, for their constant dedication 
and support.

On the following pages, we will introduce you to a small selection of the many 
projects that have benefited from your funding over the past year. Read how 
your personal commitment has contributed in so many different ways to ensure 
ETH Zurich’s position as one of the leading technical universities in the world. 
From the opportunity to launch new focus areas to setting up professorships or 
helping to get the ideas of young entrepreneurs off the ground – your support 
is of incalculable value to us and we look forward to a continuing and trusting 
relationship with you.

Dear Ladies  
 and Gentlemen

Dear Donors  
 and Partners

2016 was an eventful and politically ground-breaking year 
for ETH Zurich. It included the regaining of our access to 
the Horizon 2020 European Programme for Research and 
Innovation and the adoption of the Dispatch on Education, 
Research and Innovation (ERI) for the years from 2017 to 
2020. This dispatch sets out the financial scope for the 
entire education sector, including ETH. 

However, great progress has also been made within our 
own core activities – research, teaching and the transfer 
of knowledge. Other pleasing achievements included the 
inauguration of the first residential accommodation for stu-
dents on Hönggerberg campus, the founding of 25 new 
spin-off companies, fresh collaborative ventures and finally 
(my own personal highlight) the Cybathlon. 

We made use of 2016 to continue building the future of 
ETH; this year, we will offer a Bachelor of Medicine for the 
first time and introduce a new Master’s degree in Data 
Science. In order for us to travel successfully along these 
new pathways, we depend upon more than just the com-
mitment of the students, lecturers and all our employees. 

You, our alumni, friends and partners, also play a vital role 
in the success of ETH; as important ambassadors of our 
university and also by providing financial support that cre-
ates the freedom for on-going development of the Uni-
versity. After all, research is not an end in itself. We want 
our knowledge to remain at the service of society and we 
therefore value our close collaboration and exchange of 
experiences with industry, business and private individuals 
very highly. 

I would like to thank you most sincerely for supporting ETH 
once again over the past year, for encouraging us in times 
of transition and for investing in bold ideas and I hope that 
you will continue your commitment to our research and 
teaching activities in future. 

Professor Lino Guzzella
President ETH Zurich

Professor Pius Baschera
President of the Board  
of Trustees

Dr  Donald  Tillman
Managing Director
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1Ways  
to give

Where 
to give2

3 Thematic 
fields

You can choose whether you prefer to support strategic initiatives via ear-
marked donations; or if you want to make an unrestricted donation which can 
be used according to the needs of ETH Zurich.

By leaving a legacy, bequest or memorial donation, you can make a valuable 
contribution to the continuing advancement of research in Switzerland beyond 
your lifetime.

The establishment of a foundation fund offers the opportunity to support 
specific topics that are of particular importance to you. Name and purpose of 
the fund, which can be set up during lifetime or as part of a will, can be chosen 
individually.

492
new
donorsdonations

2342

Professorships Scholarships Research  
and teaching

Infrastructure   

age of 
donors

22

105

Health
& Technology 

• Personalised 
Medicine

• Medical 
Technology

• Zurich Heart

• Cybathlon

• Skintegrity

Talent 
Development

• Excellence   
Scholarship (ESOP)

• Pioneer  Fellowship

• Student  Project  
 House

• Career Seed Grants

Information
& Data

• Information Security

• Risk Research

• Quantum  
Engineering

• Media Technology

• Public Governance

Energy
& Environment

• World Food System

• Energy  &  
Climate Change

• Sustainable 
Construction

Unrestriced donations  support immediate and pressing needs at ETH and 
allow the university to take advantage of unique opportunities as they arise.

countries, origins
of donations

28

Facts & Figures
2016

Supporting Research & Talents
Impact of your donationi  
2003 – 2016

9
Infrastructure, equipment
(27 Mio. CHF) 

33
Professorships
(173 Mio. CHF))

288
Research, teaching, networks
(79 Mio. CHF)

343
Scholarships
(21 Mio. CHF)F)
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Thank you
Numerous donors and partners generously supported ETH Zurich in 2016. 

Thank you for your generous and continuous support. 

We also thank all those who prefer not to be named. Our guidelines for partner-
ships (Code of Conduct) can be consulted online at www.ethz-foundation.ch/en
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Companies

ABB Schweiz
AdNovum Informatik
Ammann Group
Avaloq
Basler & Hofmann
Basler Versicherungen
Biotronik
BKW
BNP Paribas Switzerland
Bühler
CA Indosuez
Clariant
Coop / Coop Fonds für 
Nachhaltigkeit

Credit Suisse
Dafag AG
Dätwyler
Dectris AG
Die Schweizerische Post
Disney Research Zürich
DMSP Portmann
dormakaba
Dow
EBP Schweiz
EKZ
ETEL
ewz
F. Hoffmann - La Roche

Fabrimex Systems
fenaco
Franke
Geberit
General Electric
Glencore
Google
Gruner
GVM
Hardturm AG
Hilti
Hocoma
Holinger
Huawei  Technologies

Huber+Suhner
Implenia
Industrielle Betriebe 
Kloten
Knecht Holding
KPMG
LafargeHolcim / Holcim 
Schweiz
Migros
Nestlé
NZZ
Omya
Open Systems
PartnerRe
Philips
Pilatus Flugzeugwerke
Plastic Omnium
PricewaterhouseCoopers
RC Tritec / Luminova
Repower
Ringier
SABIC
Schweizer Salinen
Sensirion
Shell
Siemens Schweiz

Sika
SIX Group
SRG SSR
Stump ForaTec
Sulzer
Swiss Re
Swisscom
swisselectric
Synaxis AG
Syngenta
Tamedia
The Boston Consulting 
Group
tibits
TurboBeads GmbH
United Technologies 
Research Center
upc
V-ZUG / Metall Zug
WaltGalmarini
Zürcher Kantonalbank
Zurich Insurance 
Company
ZurichEye

 The donation of Philips allows to deploy latest Magnetic 
Resonance equipment thereby facilitating the rapid translation 
of novel diagnostic technology into clinical trials and practice 
to the benefit of patients.   
Prof. Dr. Sebastian Kozerke, Professorship for Biomedical Imaging, 
supported by Philips

Foundations & Organizations

Accenture Stiftung
Adrian Weiss Stiftung
Akademie der  
Naturwissenschaften 
Schweiz
Albert Lück-Stiftung
Anna Caroline Stiftung
AO Foundation
Arbeitsgemeinschaft 
Prof. Hugel
Arthur Waser Stiftung
Avina Stiftung
AXA Research Fund
BASF Schweiz 
Forschungsstiftung
Baugarten Stiftung
Blooming Juniper 
Foundation
Bühlmann-Kühni Stiftung
Clariant Foundation
Comanche Etablissement
Credit Suisse Foundation
DEZA

Dosenbach-Waser-
Stiftung
Dr. iur. Jstvan Kertész 
Stiftung
EBGB
Erdöl-Vereinigung
Ernst Göhner Stiftung
ETH Alumni Landes- 
gruppe Deutschland
FIFA
First Advisory Group
Gamil-Stiftung
Gemeinnützige Stiftung 
ACCENTUS
Georg und Bertha 
Schwyzer-Winiker 
Stiftung
Hans-Eggenberger-
Stiftung
Hauser-Stiftung
Heidi Ras Stiftung
Helmut Horten Stiftung
Hirschmann-Stiftung

Huber+Suhner Stiftung
IASTED
IMG Stiftung
Johann-Jacob-Rieter 
Stiftung
Josef P. und Nelly Spiess-
Mohn Stiftung
Klaus Tschira Stiftung
Kühne-Stiftung
Leister Stiftung
Lotte und Adolf Hotz-
Sprenger Stiftung
Mäxi-Stiftung
MBF Foundation
Michael Kohn-Stiftung
Misrock-Stiftung
NAGRA
NOMIS Foundation
Novartis Stiftung
Palmary Foundation
pharmaSuisse
Prof. Otto Beisheim-
Stiftung

René und Susanne 
Braginsky-Stiftung
RMS Foundation
Rütli-Stiftung
Sawiris Foundation for 
Social Development
SCOR Corporate 
Foundation
SCS Swiss Child Support 
Foundation
Starr International 
Foundation
Stavros Niarchos 
Foundation
Stiftung  
«Perspektiven»  
von Swiss Life
Stiftung Denk an mich
Stiftung Mercator 
Schweiz
Stiftung NAK-Humanitas
Stiftung Propter Homines 
- Vaduz / Liechtenstein

Stiftung Wegweiser
Swiss Re Foundation
Synapsis Foundation
Thallos Foundation
Uniscientia Stiftung
Velux Stiftung
Verein SVGW
Verein VSA
Vontobel-Stiftung
Walter Haefner Stiftung
Werner Siemens-Stiftung
Wietlisbach Foundation
Wilhelm Schulthess-
Stiftung
Yvonne Lang-
Chardonnens Stiftung
Z Zurich Foundation

 In summary, the support ETH Zurich Foundation is crucial to  
place and keep ETH Zurich on the worldwide map as a centre 
of excellence in research and education in the areas of mathematical 
finance and insurance mathematics. The generous and flexible  
nature of this funding constitutes a substantial competitive 
advantage relative to peer institutions and allows us to play a  
leading role in the field.   
Prof. Dr. Martin Schweizer, Professorship for Mathematics,  
Stochastic Finance Group

Alumni & Private Donors Switzerland

A
Ueli Abbühl
Dr. Thomas Abend
Dr. Eduardo von 
Achenbach
Therese Adam
Alexis Adamian
Antonio Adrover-
Leuenberger
Walter Aebli
Rudolf Aellig
Adrian Aeschbach
Dr. Friedrich Aeschbach
Evgenia Ageeva
Hans-Rudolf Akermann
Dr. Gernot Alber
Franz Albers
Martin Albers
Rita Albrecht
Omar Alfarano
Adrien Alkabes
Monique Bosco-von 
Allmen
Dr. Hans Altermatt
Martin Althaus-
Lengacher
Victor Amado-Blanco
Prof. Dr. Michael Ambühl
Tobias Amiet
Christoph Ammann
David Ammann
Eduard Ammann
Hans Ammann
Karin Ammann
Peter B. Ammann
Christian Ammon
Dr. Christian Amon
Fabian Amstad
Urs Amstutz
Jürg Anderegg
Giulio Anderheggen
Thomas Jürg Andermatt
Dr. Austin Andrade
Cornelia Angehrn
Thomas Angehrn
Dr. Rudolf Anliker
Marco Apolloni
Dr. Natalia Archinard
Stefan Arn
Daniel Arnet
René Arnet
Hanspeter Arnold
Otto Arnold
Roman Arnold
Ulrich Aschmann

Dr. Carla Sorato Attinger
Sylvie Aubert

B
Hans-Ueli Bächi
Christoph Bachmann
Pierre-Yves Bachmann
Ruth Bachmann
Sergio Bachmann
Dr. Markus Baden
Rudolf Baer
Pierre Bagnoud
Andrea Balestra
Giovanni Ballerini
Roger Ballmer
Jörg von Ballmoos
Prisca von Ballmoos
Dr. Roland von Ballmoos
Dr. Tobias Balmer
Christian Balzer
Dr. Hans Balzer
Yvonne Bannwart
Dr. Stefan Bantle
Dialma Jakob Bänziger
Bruno Bärlocher
Kathrin Bärlocher
Dr. Janos Barothy
Attila Bartok
Dr. Ernst Basler
Dr. Konrad Basler
Arian Martin Bastani
Dr. Reto Battaglia
Frédéric Baudraz
Balz Bauer
Dr. Roland Bauhofer
Carlos Baumann
Hans Peter Baumann
Dr. Heinrich Baumann
Dr. Henri Baumann
Reto Baumann
Walter Baumann
Dr. Werner K.  Baumann
Cécile Baumeler
Dr. Rudolf Baumeler
Dr. Daniel Baumgartner
Katharina Baumgartner
Kurt Baumgartner
Martin Baumgartner
Dr. Max Baumgartner
Dr. Michael Bayer
Sedat Bayraktar
Robert Beer
Nina Behjati
Pascal Behr

René Beller
Mattia Beltrametti
Clara Juliette Benzi 
Schmid
Ronald Berg
Ulf Berg
Rolph R.  Berg-Jaquet
André Bermann
Timothy Bernhardt
Ingo Berninger
Dr. Lukas Bertschinger
Prof. Dr. Ottavio Besomi
Dr. Pascal Bettendorff
Erwin Beusch
Dr. Tobias Beyer
Franco Bianchi
François Bianco
Moritz Bickel
Vera Biderbost
Dr. Patric S. Bieler
Markus Bieri
Dr. Roland Bilang

Andreas Bilger
Dr. Rouven Bingel-
Erlenmeyer
Marco Bini
Walter Bircher
Angela Birchler
Thomas Bischoff
Dr. S. und  Dr. N. Blank
Dr. Hans-Ulrich Blaser
Thomas Blattmann
Robert Bleibler
Manuel Bleichenbacher
Dr. Christoph 
Blickenstorfer

Yves Lukas Blickenstorfer
Dr. René Bodmer
Peter M. Bögli
Werner Böhi
Heinz Böhlen
Rahel Böhlen
Hans Albert Bolli
Kathrin Bolliger
Elena Bomio-Confaglia
David Bon
Dr. Giovanni Bonavia
Joël Bondietti
Urs Borbach
Pierino Borella
Dr. Adrian Borer
Pierre Borgeaud
Dr. Marc Bornand
Antonio Borra
Werner Bosshard
Dr. Josef Bossy
Prof. Dr. Roman 
Boutellier

Hans Jakob Bracher
Dr. Alex Brand
Christian Brändli
Franziska Brändli
Dr. Hanspeter Brändli
Prof. Dr. Heinrich Brändli
Dr. Matthias Brändli
Dr. Richard Braun
Dr. Lukas Braunschweiler
Oliver Breitenstein
Ulrich Bremi
Dr. Tomas Brenner
Marcel Breu
Susanne Breu

Dr. Matthias Briner
Dr. Emil Broger
Dr. Roland Brönnimann
Alfred Brügger
Joseph Brügger
Dr. Catherine Brun
Michel Brun
Adolf Ernst Brunner
Beat F. Brunner
Dr. Christian J.  Brunner
Dr. Gustav Brunner
Dr. Josef Brunner
Angelica Brunner-Wyss
Dr. Jürg Brunnschweiler
Dr. Karim Bschir
Andreas Bubenhofer
Dr. Stephanie 
Bubenhofer
Dr. André Buchel
Robert Büchel
Prof. Dr. Ernst Bucher
Dr. Karl Josef Bucher

Michael Bucher
Rudolf Bucher
Marco Büchler
Johanna Buchmann
Rudolf Buchschacher
Bernard Bugnard
Benno Bühlmann
Debora Bühlmann
Prof. Dr. Hans Bühlmann
Dr. Hubert Buholzer
Markus Bührer
Michaela Helen Bürge
Markus Burgener
Jörg Burger

Alumni & Private Donors International

Dr. Bruno Albrecht
Edouard Ammann
Patrick Anquetil
Jarolím Antal
Mohand Nait Atmane
Dr. Kathrin und Dr. 
Martin Ballerstein
Dr. Basil Bayati
Christophe Bilger
Truls M. Biörnstad
Dietrich von Boetticher
Hanna Brahme
Brice Bühlmann
Dr. Brandon Bürgler
Dr. Donald C. Cooper 
Fund
Albert Eberhard

Fabien Ebnöther
Patrick Feller
Fernand Feltgen
Foteini Filippou
Prof. Dr. Dieter Flury
Ernest Freylinger-Terens
Adrian Gex-Collet
Pierre Glesener
Johannes Grissmann
Norbert Guggenbühl
Dr. Daniel Hauser
Dr. Babak 
Hejazialhosseini
Jürgen Hilti
Jürg Hodler
Kjell Holestøl
Eilif Holte

Dr. Willem Huisman
Kurt Hulliger
Prof. Dr. Dieter Hundt
Dr. Hans Jäger
Dr. Marija Jovic
Jacobus I.H. Kann
Dr. Martin Kaufmann
Bokyung Kim
Fred Kindle
Torquil Macleod
Dr. Thierry Mäder
Dr. Dante Martin
Denise Merkli-Hubatka
Kaare Mortensen
Dr. Martin Müller
Dr. Ara Nazarian
Dr. Peter A. Neumann

Goli Nikkhahi Namin
Pedro L. Oppenheimer
Johan F. Overweg
Dr. Andreas Petermann
Prof. Dr. Günter Petzow
Laurent Pradel
Rémy Praz
Alexander Princz
Jean Pierre Protzen
Dr. Josefine Reber
Dr. Georges Rippstein
Peter van Schagen
Werner Schär
Ulrich Schmidhauser
Rolf Scholz
Constantin Schrade
Dr. Julian Schrenk

Stephan Schweizer
Yuzo Shibata
Frank W. Sinden
Kurt Stamm
Dr. Pablo Guillermo 
Stickar
Hubert Stomp
Hans-Peter Sulser
Arturo Moncada Torres
Dieter Vögli
Dr. Peter Wechsler
Thierry S. Wolter
Dr. Christina Zech
Stefanie Zeilinger
Dr. Eva Zocher
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 The pioneer fellowship allows to fill the gap between scientific 
formation and entrepreneurial position. It gives independence 
and resources to work on your own project, create value  
and jobs.   

 Michela Puddu, founder and CEO at Haelixa, Pioneer Fellow 

Patrick Burgherr
Bernhard Bürgi
Walter Bürgi
André Burkard
Daniel Burkhalter
Hans Burkhart
Josef Burri
Richard Burri
Dr. Werner Büsch
Marino Buser
Kaspar Büsser
Mark Büsser
Beat Bussmann
Dr. Mario G. Buzzolini

C
Dr. Gabrio Curzio Caimi
Dr. Jean-Pierre Calame
Dr. Marco Calisto
Gian Paul Calonder
Aldo Calvello
Dr. Theo Camenzind
Dr. Julián Cancino
Dr. Laurent Cantaluppi
Thomas Caratsch
Andreas Carelli
Judith Casagrande
Dr. Federico Casal
Dante M. Casoni
Dr. Eric Cataldi-Spinola
Andreas Catschegn
Prof. Dr. Philippe Cattin
Valeria Cavalli
Gea Cereghetti
Luca Ceresetti
Claudio Ceschi
Panagiotis Chatzidoukas
Georgios Chatzis
Amina Chaudri
Long Chen
François Chervet
Donovan Chie
Claudius Christ
Hansjörg Christ
Daniel Christen
Reto Rageth Christoffel-
Totzke
Rudolf Chromec
Dr. Juraj Cizmar
Aline Clalüna
Walter Clausen
Carlo Cocco
Christian Conti
Piero Contu
Max Conz
Jérémie Coquoz
Philippe Corboz
Benjamin Cordes
Dr. Maurice Cosandey
Anna Costa
Michel Coundouriadis
Jean-Claude Coutaz
Rolf Cristuzzi
Gianluca Crivelli
Tonja Cruse
Nathalie Cuerq

D
Dr. Roger Daccord
Italo Daglio
Dr. Robert Dahinden
Dr. Osvaldo Daldini
Prof. Dr. René Dändliker
Dr. Boris Danev
Melchior H. Däniker
Reto Danuser
Phuong Dao
Christiane Dasen-
Sender
Joseph D’Aujourd’hui
Dr. Vlatko Davidovski
Ulrich K. Daxelhofer
Norbert De Biasio
Marco De Giorgi

Bruno de Kalbermatten-
Bobst
Guy de Morsier
Marina de Sencarclens
Luca De Simoni
Dr. Patrice De Werra
Peter Degiacomi
Dr. Gerhard Degischer
Prof. Dr. Karl H. Delhees
Matteo Della Giacoma
Francesco Delmué
Dr. Anton Demarmels
Yuanyuan Deng
Stefan Denzler
Emilio Depero
Bernard Descloux
Giorgio Destefani
Dr. Markus Dettwyler
Urs Dietler
Dr. Kurt Dietliker
Dr. Katerina Dikaiou
Sébastien Dirren
Marco Disch
Dr. Claus Dold
Iva Dolenc
Patricia Doll
Cécile Nicole Dommann
György Donàth
Dr. Bernard Donzel
Guido Doppler
Dr. Stefan Pablo Dörig
Geneviève Doublet
Dr. Jörg Dreier
Dr. Marc Dreyer
Louis Du Plessis
Viktor Eduard Dubsky
Dr. Cristian Duda
Dr. Roland Alexander 
Durner
Maja Duronjic
Pascal Dusseiller
Albert Dysli

E
Dr. Armin Eberle
Daniel Eberli
Dr. Peter Eckardt
Vincent Eckert
Dr. Christina Eggel

Dr. Kurt Eggenberger
Hans R. Egger
Prof. Dr. Fritz Eggimann
Dr. Markus Egli
Hans J. Egloff
Rolf Ehrenbolger
Barbara Eichenberger
Tobias Eichenberger
Prof. Dr. Ralph Eichler
Malek El-Khouri
Philipp Elkuch
Melvin Ellefsplass
Gabriella Elmer
Hans-Jörg Emch
Paul Emden
Marc Emery
Jürg Emler
Richi Emler
Dr. Karin Emler-Schmitz

Stephan Emmerth
Peter Ender
Rachel Ender
Urs Eng
Luca Engel
Jörg Erlacher
Prof. Dr. Paolo Ermanni
Erich Erne
Peter Erne
Dr. Bettina Ernst
Patrik Ernst
Dr. Peter Ernst
Prof. Dr. Richard Ernst
David Erny
Prof. Dr. Felix E. Escher
Dr. Sina Escher
Dr. Aniello Esposito
Walter Esposito
Simon Eyer

F
Roman Fäh
Urs Fähndrich
Prof. Dr. Fritz Fahrni
Dr. Andreas Faisst
Dr. Daniel Fankhauser
Ferenc Farkas
Hansjörg Fässler
Dr. Hanspeter Fässler
Romeo Favero
Gérard Favre
Regula Fehr-Heer
Rolf Fehr-Müller
Andreas Felder
Lorenz Feldmann
Attilio Feltscher
Massimo Ferrari
Fabio Ferretti
Dr. Walter Ferri
Giovanni Ferrini
Dr. Denise Fessler
Dr. Laurent Feuz
Dr. Jocelyne Fiaux
Ioana Ficut
Lucas Fiévet
Heinrich Figi
Dr. Djordje Filipovic
Lisina Fingerhuth
Fred-Henri Firmenich

Dr. Bernt Fischer
Christoph Fischer
Dr. Ernst Andreas Fischer
Dr. Milan Fischer
Niels Fischer
Dr. Walter Fischli
Dr. Werner Flachs
Klaus D. Floessel
Guillaume Florey
Peter Flüeler
Fredi Flügel
Hans Konrad Flühmann
Dr. Beat Fluri
Peter Flury
Pascale Simone Folini
Nathalie und Peter 
Fontana
Dr. Pietro Fontana
Dr. Sara Fornera
Dr. Ghislain Fourny
Luciano Franceschina
Karin Francioni
Dr. Stephan Frank
Philipp Frauenfelder
Peter Frauenknecht
Dr. Christian Frei
Hans-Ulrich Frei
Dr. Marco Frei
Peter Frei
Reto Frei
Heinrich Frey
Marc Frey
Niklaus Frey
Susanne Frey
Martina Frick
Dr. Urs Frick
Christian Fricker
Dr. Hansjörg Fricker
Prof. Dr. Peter Fricker
Dr. Nicole Frick-Rüegg
Peter Frischmuth
Marcel Fritsch
Albert Fritschi
Dr. Daniel Fröhli
Prof. Dr. Jürg Martin 
Fröhlich
Jérôme Frutiger
Alessandro Fuchs
Hans Rudolf Fuchs
Michael Andreas Fuchs
Heinz Füglister
Petra Füglister
Hans Jörg Fuhr
Kurt Funk
Paul Furger
Walter Fust

G
Andreas Gadmer
Peter Gafner
Sami Kerim Galal
Dr. Enrico Gallacchi
Marco Galli
Fernando Gallusser
Alessandro Gambarotta
Dr. Tobias Gamisch
Thomas Gamma
Dr. Fritz Gantert
Dr. Christopher Ganz
Gian Paul Ganzoni
Jean-Paul Gargantini
Dr. Hans-Heini Gasser
Dr. Max Gasser
Christophe R. Gautier
Matthias Gautschi
Dr. Ralf Gautschi
Max Gay
Thomas Geiger
Dr. Peter Geiser
Michael Geisshüsler
Pietro Gendotti
Peter Gentsch
Roger George
Bernhard und Monika 
Gerber

Daniel Gerber
Franz Gerber
Prof. Dr. Hans-Jürg 
Gerber
Martin Gerber
Dr. Hermann Gericke
André Gerold
Dr. Sabine Gianotti
Fritz A. Giger
Pierre Gilliot
János Gábor Gilly
Carlo Giorgetta
Dr. Cyrille Girardin
Reto Giudicetti
Erminio Giudici
Georges-A. Glauser
Dr. Bernhard Gloor
Paul Glutz
Dr. Klaus Gmür
Martin Gmür
Jean-François Gnaegi
Dr. Hans Gnepf
Dr. Hannes Goetz
Dr. Roland Goetz
Nina Gonova
Dr. Peter Good
Nadine Gordon-
Gränicher
Attilio Gorla
Dr. Jacques Gosteli
Gérôme Graf
Raffael Graf
René Graf
Ulrich Graf
Daniele Grambone
Dr. Arno Grand
Dr. Kurt und Madeleine 
Grasmück
Prof. Dr. Dr. Klaus W. 
Grätz
Lukas Grauwiler
Dr. Hanspeter Gribi
Dr. Jean-Claude Griesser
Dr. Peter Grimm
Ronald Grisard
Jürg Grob
Markus Grob
Martin Groebli
Frank P. Gross
Alexander Grossen
Viktor A. Grossen
Christian Grossmann
Dr. Cristian Grossmann
Prof. Dr. Nicolas Gruber
Bernard Gruhl
Florian Grunder
Andreas Grundlehner
Lukas Grünenfelder
Paul Grünenfelder
Rudolf A. Grüninger
Meinrad Grüter
Dr. Felix Grygier
Markus Gsell
Peter W.  Gsell
Fritz Gubler
Dr. Lorenz Gubler
Hans Rudolf Gubser
Baris Güç
Prof. Dr. Georg Guekos
Dr. Sebastian Guerrero
Claudio Guetg
Gregory Mirko Xavier 
Guglielmetti
Peter J. Guha
Dr. Remo Gujer
Kaspar von Gunten
Prof. Dr. Anton Gunzinger
Dr. Ankit Gupta
Prof. Dr. Jacob Gut
Robert Gut
Dr. Rolf  Thomas 
Gutzwiller
Prof. Dr. Lino Guzzella
Georg Gyssler

  Exercise is known to protect against many diseases, but  
why it does so is poorly understood. Supported by the Wilhelm 
Schulthess-Stiftung, my laboratory tries to identify mechanisms 
through which muscle activity improves health. Identifying  
those will offer novel opportunities for the treatment of  
many diseases.    

 Prof. Dr. Katrien De Bock, professorship for Exercise  
and Health, supported by Wilhelm Schulthess-Stiftung

H
Dr. Georges Haas
Dr. Roland Haas
Prof. Walter U. Häberli
Dr. Aino Johanna Hacklin
Juerg Haefeli
Dr. Raoul Haenni
Markus Häfner
Armand Hager
Henriette Hahnloser
Dr. Paul J.  Hälg
Robert Hälg
Dr. Christoph Haller
Julien Halnaut
Emil Halter
Bruno Hangarter
Dominik Hanslin
Dr. René Hantke
Martin Hard
Stephan Häring
Jan Harlegard
Andreas Hartmann
Katharina Hartmann
Dr. Ruedi Hartmann
Adrian Härtsch
Dr. Marc Harzenmoser
Dr. Lara Hasan
Daniel Hasler
Hermann Häsler
Dr. Hans Häuptli
Klaus Hausler
Peter Hausmann
Marcel Hayoz
Trix Heberlein
Christian Hecht
Frank Heckner
Dr. Basil M. Heeb
Raphael Heeb
Dr. Heinz Heer
Kurt Heer
Siegfried Heggli
Rolf Hegglin
Daniela Heimgartner
Prof. Dr. Hans Rudolf 
Heinimann
Lorenz Held
Dr. Thomas Held
Adrian Helfenstein
Annette Helle
Prof. Dr. Stefanie Hellweg
Dr. Peter Hemmi
Prof. Alexander Henz
Dr. Beat Henzi
Henri Hepp
Dr. Peter Hermann
Jürg Hermann
Felix Herzog
Peter Herzog
Christian Hess
Hansjörg Hess
Dr. Rudolf Hess
Walter Hess
Katrin Hess-Leisinger
Jack W. Heuer
Dr. Markus Heuer
Thomas Heynen
Daniel Hiestand
Ursula Himmel-Glarner
Daniel Hintze
Harald U. J. Hintze
Werner Hitz
Thomas Hobi
Christian R. Hoessly
Dr. Andreas Hofer
Dr. Markus Hofer
Walter Hoffmann
Hansueli Hofstetter
Dr. Jörg-Martin Hohberg
Christophe Hohl
Dr. Mathias Hohl
Dr. Beat  W. Hohmann
Kjell Holestøl
Dr. Kurt Hollenstein
Andreas Holzer
Christian Holzgang
Martin Honisch
Dr. Andrea Horehájová

Georg Horka
Patrick Horka
Brigitte Horlacher
Felix Horlacher
Paul Horn
Dr. Markus Hosang
Dr. Bernhard Hostettler
Paul Hotz
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 ETH gives me the opportunity to advance my research  
potential by collaborating with highly motivated and active 
researchers in well-equipped labs. Thanks to the 
Excellence Scholarship, this is possible!   

 Barza Nisar, Pakistan, Robotics, Systems and Control, ESOP 2016
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Prof. Dr. Peter Signer
Prof. Dr. Manfred Sigrist
Roland Sigrist
Thomas Sigrist
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Dr. Hans Tanner
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Sara Tatti
Mirwais Tayebi
Dr. Ulrich Tellenbach
Christian M. Tgetgel
Dr. Thomas Thaler
Dr. Ramon Fabio Thali
Lioudmila Thalmann
Jean-Claude Theurillat
Sylvie Thomann
Rolf E. Thurnherr
Felix Thyes
Urs Tischhauser
Andri Toggenburger
Tobias Tommila
Dr. Sandro Tonazzi
Dr. Stefanie Töpperwien
Dr. Stefano Torriani
Yves Tournier
Dr. Ivo Trajkovic
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Dr. Andri Vital
Kaspar Vogel
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 ETH Zurich plays a leading role in the development of  
drones. After my doctorate and the research project with  
Amazon I want to bring my ideas closer to the market. 

 Lorenz Meier, Founder SkyAware, Pioneer Fellow 
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Hansjörg Bolliger
Patrick Bolliger
Heinrich Bossert
Dr. Hans-Rudolf 
Bosshard
Manfred Bötsch
Serkan Bozyigit
Theodor Bräm
Jürg Brandenberger
Dr. Alexander Brändli
Dr. Olivier Braun
Dr. R. Peter Brenner
Aquil Briggen
Dr. Jean Jacques Britt
Jean Broccard
Reinhard Bruderer
Klaus Bruggisser
Christoph Bruhin
Hermann Brühlmann
Dr. Markus Brühwiler
Philipp Emanuel Brun
Dr. Eduard M. Brunner
Nadia Bruzzone
Prof. Dr. Felix Bucher
Dr. Heinrich Büchi
Adrian Büeler

Dr. Niklaus Bühler
Peter Bührer
Christoph Bünger
Paul Buob
André Burch
Hans Burch
Prof. Dr. Marc Burger
Thomas Bürki
Gerd Burla
Elias Bürli
Dr. Sandra Burri
Christoph Buschor
Heinz Busenhart
Andreas Buser
Oliver Buss
Reto Caflisch
Carlo Capaul
Jan Dirk Chabot
Jacques Chavaz
Felicien Clavien
Dr. Daniel Clerc
Federica Colombo
Jörg Condrau
Fritz Conradin
Prof. Dr. Corneliu 
Constantinescu
Michel Cornaz
Dominik Courtin
Leah Cueni
Dr. André Dahinden
Dr. Emmanuel de Haller

Dr. Andres Denss
Dr. Panayotis 
Dimopoulos
Franco Donati
Dr. Paul Dubs
Friedrich Durand
Prof. Dr. Meinrad Klaus 
Eberle
Werner Egeli
Christof Egli
Dr. Herbert Egolf
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Dr. Robert Hofer
Dr. Peter Hofmann
Hans Rudolf Holenweg
Dirk Hoppe
Dr. György Horak
Bernhard Horrisberger
Christian Hosig
Friedrich Hoyer
Prof. Benedikt Huber
Bernhard Huber
Konrad M. Huber
Roman Hug
Prof. Dr. Lorenz Hurni
Prof. Dr. Ralf Hütter
Prof. Dr. Dieter Imboden
Dr. Charles Jacquemart
Prof. Dr. André Jaecklin
Dr. Hossein Janshekar
Claudio Jeker
Reto Jenatsch
Dr. Christian Jenny
Rudolf Jenny
Peter Jermann
Albrecht Josephy-
Hablützel
Armin Jucker
Dr. Hans Konrad Jucker
Dr. Armin Kälin
Dr. Beat Kälin
Thomas Kälin
Dr. Ulrich Kammer
Sébastien Karg
Dr. Laura Keller
Dr. Peter Keller
Peter Keller
Walter Keller
Dr. Fritz Kern
Waldemar Kieliger
Dr. Anton Kilchmann
Dr. Jörg Klausen
Dr. Paul Kleiner
Werner Kobel
Hans Koch
Bojan O. Konic
Remo Köppel
Dr. Jovanka Kovacevic
Dr. Alex Krieger
Beat Kruck
Francis Kuhlen
Dr. Othmar M. Kuhn

Dr. Albin Kümin
Werner Kummer
Hermann Kunz
Ulrich Künzler
Pasqual Kyburz
Prof. Hans-Jürgen Lang
Heinrich M. Lanz
Dr. Rodolfo Lardi
Felix Lauper
Bruno W. Lehmann
Walter Lentzsch
Prof. Dr. Jean-Christophe 
Leroux
Ralph Letsch
Gilgian Leuzinger
Claudio Libotte
Hans Liechti
René Liver
Edmond Locher
Kilian Lohner
Dr. Bruno Lohri
Marcella Looser-
Paardekooper
Alfred Lorenz
Elvira Lucchi
Prof. Dr. Mathieu Luisier
Dr. Mario Luoni
Markus Lüscher
Dr. Kristijan Macek
Dr. Heinz Mäder
Dr. Kurt A. Mäder
Urs Manser
Prof. Dr. Mohamed A. 
Mansour
Dr. Otto-Ernst Martin
Dr. Gianni Martinelli
Aldo Mastai
Valentino Mattei
Otto Meier-Ratcliffe
Hans Merz
Dr. Ruth Messikommer
Gérard Messmer
Thomas Mettler
Dr. Bruno Meyer
Ivar Meyer
Dr. Samyr Mezzour
Elias Michlig
Peter Morgenthaler
Philip Adrian Mosimann
Albéric Müller
Andreas Müller
Christine Müller
Denis Müller
Dr. Hans R. Müller
Hans Rudolf Müller
Patrick Müller
Dr. Reinhard Müller
Lars Mülli
Peter Muri
Dr. Carlo Mutti
Dr. Roland Naef
Xaver Nauer
Dr. Rainer Nicolai
Dr. Christian Niederer
Prof. Dr. Jürg Nievergelt
Gang Niu
Kurt Nohl
Prof. Dr. Josef Nösberger
Marc D. Nussbaumer
Jürg Nyfeler
Dr. Thomas Oberhauser
Dr. Stefano Oberti
Daniel Oertli
Prof. Dr. Sàndor Pàlffy
Kurt Pauli
Dr. Christoph Perels
Dr. Kurt Pernstich
Frédéric-M. Perret
Dr. Heinrich Peter
Dr. Bruno Peterer
Bruno Peterhans
Dr. Jan Pfeiffer
Dr. André Piller
Enrico Pioda
Markus Pitschen
Anton Poltera
Sandra Hauser Poltera
Jürg Porro

Markus Portner
Mieczyslaw Przewrocki
Prof. Dr. Zdenko Puhan
Dr. Pierre-Benoît Raboud
Erich Ramer
Rudolf Ramseier
Ruedi Räss
Prof. Dr. Fritz H. 
Rehsteiner
Hans-Jakob Reichen
Dr. Hans-Jürg Reinhart
Stephan Renz
Hans Rudolf Rihs
Rolf Rihs
Dr. Eduard Rikli
Marcel Rikli-Melliger
Dr. Peter Ritz
Dr. Anton Roeder
Dr. Hendrik Rohler
Willi Roos
Kristian Roose
Prof. Dr. Alfred Rösli
Dr. Rainer A. Rueppel
Dr. Richard Ruf
Prof. Dr. h.c. André Ruff
Remigius Rupp
Peter Rysler
Prof. Dr. Rudolf Saager
Dr. Sairos Safai
Robert Sägesser
Dr. Jean-Jacques 
Salzmann
Dr. Urs Saner
Dominik Sauter
Hans R. Schaffer
Ernesto Schaltegger
Dr. Adrian Schär
Dominique Schär
Martin Schaub
Dr. Max Schellenbaum
Susanna Schenkel-
Würmli
Sandra Scherrer
Prof. Dr. Louis 
Schlapbach
Christian Schlatter
Peter Schlub
Christian Schmid
Dr. Hanno Schmidheiny-
Zanetti
Hanspeter Schneebeli
Adrian Schneeberger
Thomas Schöb
Dr. Raymond Scholer
Marco Schommer
Peter Schöni
Dr. Gian Schubiger
Kurt Schudel
Klaus Schumacher
Nicolas von Schumacher

Alfred Schürch
Patrick Schwärzler
Dr. Margrit Schwarz-
Speck
Dr. Paul J. Schwyn
Dr. Paul Sevinç
Beat Sigg
Mischa Siroky
Patric Somlo
Dr. Hans Sonderegger
Florian Sorg

Dr. Christian Spagno
Peter Spinatsch
Peter Spirig
Prof. Dr. Sarah M. 
Springman
Dr. Alois Stadler
Othmar Stöckli
Christof Stokar
Hans Strassmann
Prof. Dr. Emanuel E. 
Strehler
Adrian Streuli
Pericle Strozzi
Charles Studer
Dr. David B. Stüssi
Matthias Stüssi
Rudolf Stüssi
Leonhard Süry
Brian Suter
Dr. Johann Sutter
Walter Sutter
Paolo Tamò
Jon Andri Tgetgel
Dr. Donald Tillman
Bruno Tödtli
Edy Toscano
Peter Trauffer
Dr. Adelrich Tresch
Thomas Trüb
Dr. Hans Tschamper
Walter Tschumi
Daniel Uhlmann
Heinz Ursprung
László Vaszary
Meindert Versteeg
Dr. Walter Vetsch
Istvan Vig
Dr. Moritz Vischer
Prof. Alfred Vogelsanger
Ruedi Vontobel
Dr. Kurt Vorburger
Andres C. Waibel
Fritz Waldmeier
Paolo-Andrea Walty
Ruedi Wassmer
Rudolf W. Weber
Dr. Thomas Weber
Dr. Christoph Wehrli
Reto Weibel
Walter Weibel
Erica Rickenbacher 
Weidmann
Hans Wenger
Dr. Hans Rudolf Wettstein
Beat Widin
Dr. Hansruedi Widmer
Hans-Rudolf Wiederkehr
Dr. Marco Wieland
Ivan Wigdorovits
Peter J. Wild

Lukas Wildisen
Jörg Wilhelm
Marc A. Winiger
Dr. Werner Witz
Werner Woodtli
Charles Vernon Wülser
Prof. Dr. Heidi und 
Dr. Werner Wunderli-
Allenspach
Dr. Willy Wunderlin
Urs Wüst

Dr. Philippe Wyrsch
Kaspar F. Wyss
Daniel Zeidler
Georges Zenobi
Dr. Jürg W. Ziegler
Dr. Athanasios 
Zikopoulos
Dr. Markus Zobrist
Rolf Zobrist
Dr. Kurt Zollinger
Walter Zumstein
Edwin Zurkirch

Legacies and Bequests

We sincerely thank all our donors who have included ETH Zurich Foundation in their estate plans. 

 The ESOP enables me to continue my journey in Zurich/Paris, 
make use of the excellent resources available, embark on 
research projects in parallel to my studies and thus extend 
my horizon in every conceivable way! A big thank-you to 
the donors for this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity! 

 Philipp Jonas Windischhofer, Austria, High Energy Physics,  
ESOP 2016

The Exzellenz Zirkel brings special recognition to donors who have made 
generous annual contributions for more than five years. Thank you for 
your generosity and commitment to supporting research, talents and 
entrepreneurship at ETH Zurich. 

Jens Claudi Westh
Martin Weymann
Thomas Markus Wicki
Herbert Wickli
Dr. Alexander Martin 
Widmer
Dr. Hans-Peter Widmer
Jean-Pierre Widmer
Manuel Widmer
Alphons Wiederkehr
Kurt Wiederkehr
Prof. Dr. Andreas Wieser
Michael Wiesner
Dr. Markus Niklaus 
Wietlisbach
Dr. Alex Wild
Friedrich Wilda
Dr. Manuel D. Wildberger
Luzius Willi
Reto E. Willi-Hentzen
Ernst Winkler
Niklaus Walter Winkler
Dr. Harald Wippo

Markus Wirth
Stefan Wirth
Dr. Timo von Wirth
Dr. Peter Wirz
Prof. Dr. Folker H.  
Wittmann
Dr. Rolf Wohlgemuth
Sibylle Wohlgemuth
Prof. Dr. Alexander 
Wokaun
Markus Wolfer
Franz Wombacher
Dr. Andrea Wüest
Dr. Dieter und Isabelle 
Wüest
Georg Wüest
Hannes Wüest
Hans Ulrich Würgler
Dr. Hans-Jürg Wüthrich
Dr. Willy Wüthrich
Dr. Jörg Wyder
Jonas Wyrsch
Dr. h.c. Hansjörg Wyss

Markus Wyss
Paul Wyss
Peter Wyss
Christine Wyttenbach

Y
Ana Teresa Yanes Musetti
Eren Yesil
Dr. Qin Yin
Lijun Yu

Z
Rafael Zamora
Renato Zanetti
Pius Zängerle

Tomaso Zanoni
Renato Zarotti
Ueli Zaugg
Werner Zbinden
Dr. Beat Zehnder
Hansjürg Zehnder
Gustav Otto Zeiler
Urs Zellweger
Xiaojing Zhang
Dr. Xiaoyi Zhang
Toni Ziegler
Laurent Zimmerli
Peter Zimmerli
Dr. Willi Zimmerli
Dr. Fritz Zimmermann
Martin Zimmermann
Oliver Zimmermann
Philip Zimmermann
Roman Zimmermann
Peter Zinkernagel
Martina Zinsli
Peter Zipkes
Reto F. Zobrist

Dr. Hans Zogg
Dr. Hans Jürg Zollinger
Paul Zosso
Jürg Zuber
Jean Zucchello
Hans Zufferey
Andreas Züger
Jürg Zulauf
Prof. Rolf Zurbrügg
Michael Zürcher
Pascal Zürcher
Dr. Simone Zürcher
Peter Zutter
Reto Zweidler
Walter Zweifel
Heinrich Zwicky
Paul Zwicky
Peter Zwicky

Exzellenz Zirkel



JANUARY#1   

Funding of ETH 
Professorship for 
Innovative and 
Industrial Construction  
Implenia supports ETH 
in the area of innovative 
and industrial construc-
tion. The partnership 
aims to further develop 
the level of expertise in 
construction engineering. 
Findings  from this 
research shall be used 
to carry out specific 
process optimisation 
throughout the entire 
value added chain in  
a building. 

Start of Sustainable 
Food Processing
Professor Alexander 
Mathys embarks upon 
his research at ETH into 
the development of inno-
vative techniques and 
processes to make food 
production more sustain-
able and environmentally 
friendly. The newly 
established position 
of Assistant Professor 
of «Sustainable Food 
Processing» is made 
possible by funding from 
the Bühler and Migros 
corporations.

Professor Pius 
Baschera is new 
President of the Board 
of Trustees 
Pius Baschera takes up 
the post of President of 
the Board of Trustees of 
ETH Zurich Foundation, 
following in the footsteps 
of Jürgen Dormann. We 
also welcome Professor 
Beatrice Weder di Mauro 
as a new Member of the 
Board of Trustees. 

Inheritance to ETH 
Zurich Foundation
ETH-alumna and long-
term ETH-employee,  
Dr Dorothée Wegmann 
was already a supporter 
of the «Excellence 
Scholarship & Oppor- 
tunity Programme» 
(ESOP, page 18) during 
her lifetime. The strong 
bond with her alma 
mater also impels her 
to name ETH Zurich 
Foundation as the sole 
heir in her will.

C
H

R
O

N
IC

LE
2016
In 2016, the support provided by donors and part-
ners has made a big difference. From new pro-
fessorships and initiatives to important awards 
and many personal highlights of our students 
and researchers – your commitment makes an 
impact!

Inheritance  
to ETH Zurich  
Foundation
Dorothée Wegmann enrolled in the Department of 
Natural Sciences at ETH Zurich in 1954, initiating 
a connection with the university that would last a 
lifetime – and even beyond that, through her inher-
itance. Following a detour during which she worked 
at the University of Tenerife, she later returned to 
work as an administrator and proof-reader at the  
Laboratory of Organic Chemistry at ETH. Her col-
leagues like to remember her for the meticulous 
nature of the proof-reading work carried out by the 
talented linguist – she spoke Spanish, Italian, French 
and English fluently and even taught herself Rus-
sian after her retirement. Even after retiring, she still 
supported doctoral students in their work with great 
dedication and patience.

A legacy (bequest) for the benefit of ETH Zurich 
Foundation is an effective way to provide long-term 
support to the teaching and research activities un-
dertaken at ETH Zurich.

ETH Zurich Foundation is exempt from taxation. 
100% of your legacy or inheritance will be invested 
in the projects at ETH Zurich you specify. 

See the story of legacies left by Dorothée Wegmann 
and others at www.ethz-foundation.ch/en/legacy

 Conventional production methods 
cannot satisfy the growing need for 
protein to feed the world’s population. 
My research is aimed at optimising the 
breeding and handling of insects and 
algae to provide sustainable alternatives; 
this should contribute to food security in 
the long term. Generous support from 
Bühler and Migros is making it possible 
for me to carry out extensive research 
into these subjects.   
Professor Alexander Mathys, 

 Professor in Sustainable Food Processing

LEGACY

JANUARY#1   
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 I’m inspired by the creative ideas, 
passion and enormous drive of 
the young entrepreneurs at ETH 
Zurich. It’s a wonderful thing 
to facilitate this and to see how 
results of their research are con-
verted into innovative products. 

 Pascal Neupert, ETH-Alumnus 

Board of Trustees of the Palmary 

Foundation

MARCH#3  

Donation for young 
Computer Science 
entrepreneurs 
The Palmary Foundation 
supports the «Pioneer 
Fellowship Program» 
with a contribution to 
ETH Zurich Foundation. 
The commitment  
enables outstanding 
young researchers 
 in the field of ICT/IT  
to translate their research 
results into a solid  
business plan and  
a product.

FEBRUARY#2  

Poly Fund – freedom 
for visions
During the course of this 
year, many new projects 
and initiatives– such as  
«Skintegrity» (Page 31)  
or «Digital Fabrication» 
can be launched – 
thanks to unrestricted 
donations from donors 
and partners.

«Lokaltermin» on  
ETH as a talent factory
The first «Lokaltermin» 
2016, where resear-
chers and representati-
ves from business and 
politics (including many 
donors) get together to 
exchange ideas and to 
network, is run under 
the heading «ETH as a 
Talent Factory». It sheds 
light on the key theme of 
«Critical Thinking» at the 
University, with a variety 
of speakers and from an 
extremely broad range 
of perspectives. 

Pioneer  
Fellowship
Pioneer Fellowships are an impor-
tant instrument for the support of 
young entrepreneurs in Switzer-
land. The scholarship supports 
ambitious researchers in connec-
tion with their scientific work in 
the development of highly innova-
tive products or services that shall 
be exploited commercially or used 
in the service of the community. 

37 successful start-ups have 
already been founded by Pioneer 
Fellows since 2010; these reflect 
the whole spectrum of research 
undertaken at ETH and have, in 
some cases, already earned an 
international reputation. 

Further information is available at: 
www.ethz-foundation.ch/en/ 
pioneer-fellowships

TALENTS

Unrestricted Donations
Donations in support of the Poly Fund give ETH Zurich the freedom to put  
visions into practice. Unrestricted donations act as a catalyst for the ETH Exe- 
cutive Board to follow bold ideas without any constraint, and to take advantage of 
research and teaching opportunities without delay. 

The Poly Fund enables ETH Zurich to flexibly expand upon a broad range of key 
areas, from Medical Technology to Energy, World Food System and Information 

Security. Thanks to your support, numerous projects, buildings and teaching 
concepts, such as the «Student Project House» (see below), the «Institute 

for Theoretical Studies» or international research cooperations have already 
been successfully implemented.

Further information is available at: www.ethz-foundation.ch/en/poly-fund

POLY
FUND
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 As an ETH-
 employee 

and supporter 
of the Poly Fund, I 
enable ETH Zurich to 
formulate and imple-
ment its visions. 

 Dr Jürg Brunnschweiler, 

ETH Global

Support for 
flagship project 
in «Personalised 
Medicine» 
The Lotte und Adolf 
Hotz-Sprenger Stiftung 
is supporting the 
«Prostate Cancer 
Digital Biobanking» 
project as part of 
the «Personalised 
Medicine» initiative.  
The support enables  
the establishment 
of a digital biobank that 
will conserve clinical 
samples for research  
at levels of quality  
and quantity that have 
previously never 
been achieved.

Travel into space for 
the Exzellenz Zirkel
ETH Zurich Foundation 
invites guests to the 
third meeting of the 
ETH Exzellenz Zirkel. 
Domenico Giardini, 
Professor of Seismology 
and Geodynamics at 
ETH Zurich, spirits away 
about 40 invited alumni 
and friends of ETH on a 
journey into space and 
Lorenz Eberhardt, holder 
of the Excellence 
Scholarship  2016,  
provides an insight into 
his Bachelor’s Thesis  
in mathematics.

The three founders of InterAx Biotech, 

Pioneer Fellow Martin Ostermaier, Luca 

Zenone and Aurélien Rizk (from left to 

right) are driving the development of new 

biosensors, doing much of the hands-on 

lab work themselves (p. 21).
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Meet the Talent  
With the annual «Meet 
the Talent» event, ETH 
Rector and ETH Zurich 
Foundation thank all 
donors who support the 
«Excellence Scholarship 
and Opportunity 
Programme» (ESOP) 
at ETH and therefore 
make a critical 
contribution to the 
support provided 
for the best talents. 
Approximately 180 
guests and 90 ESOP 
scholars meet at 
the HCI building on 
Hönggerberg.

Supporting talents 
since 2014 
The Clariant Foundation’s 
renewed agreement to 
support the «Excellence 
Scholarship & Oppor-
tunity Programme» at 
ETH Zurich makes it 
possible for two further 
students with oustanding 
academic excellence to 
receive a scholarship for 
their Master’s degree. 
ETH Zurich Founda-
tion previously already 
received a donation from 
Clariant for this pro-
gramme in 2014.

APRIL#4 

 Thank you for investing in my  
education. I look forward to leveraging  
my time at ETH Zurich in helping  
to engineer novel and effective  
solutions in the energy industry. 
Lindsey Brooke Spreen, Excellence  

Scholar, USA, Energy Science & Technology 

 The aim of our support is to enable  
the most talented students from  

the areas of Chemistry, Materials  
Science and Health & Life Sciences  
to receive the best possible training 
at ETH Zurich, so that they can 
meet the challenges that confront 

them in future with solutions that are 
both innovative and sustainable. 

 Dr Hariolf Kottmann, CEO Clariant

Professor Sarah M. Spring-
man has been Rector of ETH 
Zurich since January 2015. 
In her role as patron of the 
ESOP, she answers the four 
most important questions 
about this scholarship:

What exactly is the «Excel-
lence Scholarship & Oppor-
tunity Programme» (ESOP)? 
The ESOP provides the best 
2 – 3  percent of Master stu-
dents with mentoring and 
a scholarship that covers 
the cost of their studies and 
their living expenses; it also 
exempts them from tuition 
fees, which means that these 
talented individuals can fully 
concentrate on their research.  

What makes the ESOP 
so distinctive?
There is a very high level of 
diversity among students who 
receive this scholarship – they 
come from every area of study 
and from very different parts 
of the world. People already 
have to present an original 
idea of their own when they 
apply for a Master’s degree, 
so we receive applications 
from many creative, dynamic 
and talented individuals.

What careers do these 
young talents pursue 
after they take their 
Master’s degree?
There is a good chance that 
you will come across them 
in the sciences: 57 percent 
obtain a doctoral degree, 

36 percent of them at ETH. It 
is noticeable that these stu-
dents often have a variety of 
different talents and are also 
engaged socially. They there-
fore have the best possible 
foundations for a successful 
career – also as entrepreneurs 
with their own business.

How important are dona-
tions for the ESOP?
The programme depends upon 
the donations made by compa-
nies, foundations and private 
individuals. Donations are 
therefore extremely important 
for the programme and I can’t 
thank donors enough for their 
generous and growing support.

Further information is available 
at: www.ethz-foundation.ch/
en/excellence-scholarships

TALENTS

Excellence Scholarship

 The ETH-degree was the door 
opener for my first job in Ireland 
and I’m very thankful for that. 
With my donation, I want to con-
tribute to ETH keeping its excel-
lent reputation and high level 
of education in the future. 

Lorenz Feldmann, ETH-Alumnus 

Project Engineer Bombardier
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New Professorship in 
Molecular Plant Breeding 
The ETH Board appoints 
Bruno Studer as a full 
Professor for the newly 
created Professorship in 
Molecular Plant Breeding. 
The professorship at ETH 
Zurich has been set up 
jointly with Agroscope  
and is supported by fenaco 
through a donation to  
ETH Zurich Foundation.

Support for 
 developing countries
A donation from the 
Stiftung zur Unter-
stützung und Förderung 
Begabter makes an 
important contribution 
to the ESOP. Its support 
allows four talented 
Master’s students from 
Africa, Asia or another 
emerging country to 
take up their studies  
at ETH and to finance  
their living costs in 
Switzerland.

Professor Antonio 
Lanzavecchia elected 
as a member of the 
National Academy of 
Sciences
Antonio Lanzavecchia, 
Professor of Immunology 
and founding director of 
the Institute for Research 
in Biomedicine in Bell- 
inzona, is elected as a 
member of the National 
Academy of Sciences 
(NAS) of the United 
States of America – one 
of the highest and most 
important honours 
awarded to academic 
researchers. The Helmut 
Horten Stiftung has been 
supporting the Profes-
sorship in Immunology 
at the Department of 
Biology at ETH Zurich 
since 2009.

Pioneer Fellow founds 
company based on 
Nobel prizewinning 
work
A Pioneer Fellowship 
allows Martin Oster-
maier to keep pursuing 
his ideas after com-
pleting his doctorate. 
Together with his two 
partners, he founds 
the company InterAx 
Biotech in Spring 2016, 
applying Nobel prize- 
winning knowledge 
about G-protein- 
coupled receptors to 
market a novel process 
for testing drugs.

MAY#5

Plant Breeding
In order to ensure proper nutrition for the world in the 
future, we need novel types of plants; they must deliver 
high yields, even when climate conditions are changing, 
must be resistant to aggressive pathogens and must 
be able to thrive on minimal quantities of fertilisers and 
pesticides.

Groups from various disciplines are working in close 
interdisciplinary cooperation on the challenges of global 
agriculture. Under the umbrella of the World Food Sys-
tem Center and in individual projects, ETH promotes 
the improvement of crops, cultivation systems and the 
knowledge transfer between research and agriculture. 
Food security and saving resources are equally impor-
tant goals.

Further information is available at:  
www.ethz-foundation.ch/en/world-food

WORLD 
FOOD

SYSTEM

Professor Sai Reddy 
awarded a Grand  
Challenges  
Explorations Grant 
Professor Sai Reddy 
receives one of just 
40 prestigious Grand 
Challenges Explorations 
Grants. The Misrock 
Foundation has already 
been supporting  
Professor Reddy at the 
ETH Department of  
Biosystems in Basel 
since 2010 and 
increases its initial  
commitment again  
in 2016.
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JULY#7  

Donors visit the  
Pavilion of Reflections 
Donors and friends of 
ETH Zurich take advan-
tage of the opportunity 
to enjoy an exclusive 
visit to the «Pavilion of 
Reflections», the main 
presentation platform 
at Manifesta 11 on Lake 
Zurich. Accompanied 
by the Rector, Professor 
Sarah M. Springman, 
Professor Tom Emerson 
and his team give an 
exclusive backstage 
view of this major 
project.

Strong partners for  
Student Project House
ETH Zurich wins the 
support of Baugarten 
Stiftung, Ernst Göhner 
Stiftung, Plastic 
Omnium and Schwyzer- 
Winiker Stiftung as 
strong founding part-
ners for the «Student 
Project House», an 
innovative think and 
work space for stu-
dents. Their contribution 
secures the financing 
of the first building 
to be constructed for 
this project, which is 
currently taking shape in 
the former ETH district 
heating power station 
on Clausiusstrasse.

JUNE #6  

Support for the  
development of digital 
teaching
Emil Halter made his 
first visit to ETH Zurich 
Foundation in the  
spring of 2016 for a  
joint discussion to find 
out how he could get 
involved in helping his 
alma mater. His dona-
tion is the initial spark for 
promoting  the digitalisa-
tion of teaching at ETH 
Zurich. 

Professor Christophe 
Copéret receives 
Rössler Prize
At ETH Zurich  
Foundation’s «Thanks 
Giving» event, the  
Rössler Prize (worth 
CHF 200,000)  
is awarded to the  
Professor of Surface 
and Interface Chemistry 
for his research. 

 I am very grateful for the Rössler 
Prize, which has recognised the 

effort and the creativity of our 
research team in the field of 
nuclear magnetic resonance 
in the context of catalysis 
and imaging. This unex-
pected financial support 

has fuelled our research 
group to further develop 

this exiting field of science and 
to explore new territories.  

Professor Christophe Copéret, 

Professor of Surface and Interface  

Chemistry and Rössler Prize winner 2016

New incentives 
for teaching
If ETH is to deal successfully with global 
competition and stay ahead in the race 
for innovation and sustainable economic 
growth, it needs to take systematic care 
of the training of professional staff as well 
as maintaining its research activities. The 
spectrum stretches from an increase in 
the interaction between professors and 
students, through the «Critical Thinking» 
initiative to  innovation projects included in 
Bachelor’s degree courses.

Thanks to private donations, innovative  
projects on the subject of digital teach-
ing development and the new «Rector’s 
Impulse Fund»( page 28) could be launched 
in 2016.

Weitere Informationen finden Sie unter: 
www.ethz-foundation.ch/lehre

EDUCATION

  As one of the  
sector-leading  
suppliers and part-
ners in the worldwide 
automotive and waste 
and environment sector, we depend on 
graduates who are able to think critically  
in the field of engineering sciences. This 
is why we support the Student Project 
House. It’s a place where students can 
test out an innovative idea by constructing  
prototypes, whether on their own or 
within interdisciplinary teams, thus  
developing valuable skills that they  
will be able to use in their future  
working lives. 

 Laurent Burelle, ETH-Alumnus 

Chairman and CEO Plastic Omnium
Flipped Classroom: Professor Ernst Hafen discussing  
ideas with the students

tibits and ETH 
Zurich Foundation 
pull together
The supporting com-
munity of ETH Zurich 
Foundation is growing 
bigger and younger.  
The partnership 
between Reto Frei,  
ETH alumnus and co- 
founder of tibits, the 
vegetarian restaurant 
chain, and ETH Zurich 
Foundation aims to 
reinforce this trend.  
The «think talk tibits» 
series of events pro-
vides an opportunity for 
ETH Zurich donors aged 
under 40 to meet  
after work.
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SEPTEMBER #9  

Lokaltermin on 
Medicine
At the second «Lokal- 
termin» of 2016, the 
emphasis is very much 
on new technologies for 
medicine. The subjects 
for discussion are the 
growing expectations, 
exciting ideas and 
effective solutions for the 
future. ETH Zurich aims 
to work together with 
partners from academia, 
hospitals and industry 
to find the answers to 
important questions relat-
ing to human health.

AUGUST #8  

Professor Katrien  
De Bock awarded ERC 
Starting Grant  
Katrien De Bock, full 
Professor of Exercise 
and Health, is awarded 
the prestigious Starting 
Grant by the European 
Research Council (ERC). 
In her ERC project, De 
Bock, whose Profes-
sorship is supported 
by a donation from the 
Wilhelm Schulthess 
Stiftung, researches how 
blood vessels contribute 
to muscle metabolism 
and to the development 
of type 2 diabetes.

Reinforcing the talent 
and research hub  
As an international 
industrial supplier, the 
Dätwyler Group relies 
upon outstanding 
employees and it is 
therefore keen to make 
the talent and research 
hub at ETH Zurich 
even stronger. For this 
reason, the company is 
extending its support 
for the «Excellence 
Scholarship & Opportu-
nity Programme», which 
enables exceptional 
young people from all 
over the world to study 
for a Master’s degree at 
ETH Zurich.

Foundations support 
ETH- Week
The theme of this  
year’s ETH-Week is 
«Challenging Water»  
and is part of the  
«Critical Thinking» initia-
tive, which ETH Zurich  
is using to promote 
interdisciplinary,  
creative thinking. ETH 
Week is supported by 
the Avina Stiftung and 
Stiftung Wegweiser.

The future of  
Personalised Medicine
Many experts believe that the future of medicine lies in personali- 
sation. Treatments and medicines are expected to be tailored to suit 
individual patients, taking their personal circumstances into account 
and providing customised diagnosis and treatment of diseases, 
thus increasing the chances of a cure. 

ETH Zurich, together with the University of Zurich and the Univer-
sity Hospitals, is planning to develop an internationally competitive 
«Center for Precision Medicine». Research teams are currently 

working intensively (in fundamental research as well as the techno-
logical development area) to drive forward personalised medicine 
and its translation into day-to-day clinical routines. The academic 
institutions in Zurich and Basel have also come together to form an 
alliance as part of the «Swiss Personalised Health Network», with 
the aim of promoting synergies and developing more critical mass.  

ETH Zurich Foundation seeks additional funding partners to develop 
this key research initiative.

 I have a clear vision of 
what I wish to achieve: 
innovative research that 
contributes towards 
solving today’s problems. 
Bringing the best out of 
me and to contribute to 
successful science at  
ETH is what I’m 
aiming for.    

 Philippe Nicollier, Excellence 

Scholar, Switzerland, 

Materials Science

 To me, it seems incredibly 
important that ETH Week 
should be continued. It 
promotes sustainable 
development – self- 
evidently a holistic concept    
 – as well as the innovative 
ability of the students.    

 Dr Thea Rauch-Schwegler, 

President Stiftung Wegweiser

Stories of ETH 
ETH Zurich Foundation’s 
new website has arrived, 
offering news and high-
lights of beneficiaries as  
well as countless stories 
of donors and partners.
If you’d like to tell your  
story too, we’d love to  
hear from you.  
www.ethz-foundation.ch/en

Renewed support  
for Pioneer Fellows 
and Zurich Heart 
ETH Zurich Foundation 
is delighted by the IMG 
Stiftung’s donation for 
the benefit of two key 
ETH topics: «Pioneer 
Fellowship» and 
«Zurich Heart». The IMG 
Stiftung contributes to 
the continuous  
expansion of support  
for new entrepre- 
neurs, researchers and 
doctoral students  
since 2014.  

MEDICINE
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New Professorship 
in Pharmacoepi- 
demiology 
An Assistant Professor-
ship (tenure track) in 
Pharmacoepidemiology 
is established in the 
Department of Chemis-
try and Applied Bio-
sciences at ETH Zurich 
in collaboration with 
the University Hospital 
of Zurich. The new Pro-
fessorship is supported 
by pharmaSuisse, the 
Swiss Pharmacists’ 
Association, to support 
high quality, practical, 
future- oriented univer-
sity education, advanced 
education and training for 
pharmacists.  

Welcoming the  
new ESOPs 
At the beginning of 
October, the Rector and 
ETH Zurich Foundation 
host the Welcome 
Event for the new 
«Excellence Scholar-
ship & Opportunity 
Programme» scholars. 
Thanks to a large  
number of donations 
from alumni, private 
individuals, foundations 
and companies,  
53 talented students 
from 20 nations have 
received an ESOP  
scholarship, financed 
entirely by private 
resources.

Support for research 
project in the area 
of environmental 
sciences 
The Uniscienta Stiftung 
provides support via  
an ETH Fellowship   
to an outstanding post-
doctoral student for the 
project on «Landslides 
and debris flows». Their 
goal is to strengthen  
science and support 
people and projects 
in areas such as bio- 
diversity and medicine.

 The support of Uniscientia 
Stiftung has provided  
me with the freedom to 
pursue research of my 
own design in the first  
year following my  
doctoral degree. In 
addition to improving our 
understanding of the  
hazards and geological 
significance of landslides, 
this funding has allowed 
me to develop my skills  
in leading scientific 
research.   

 Jeffrey Prancevic,  

Postdoctoral Fellow, 

Department of Environ-

mental Systems Science

Successful world pre-
miere of the Cybathlon
The first ETH Zurich 
Cybathlon is a huge 
success, with 4,600 
visitors, 66 international 
teams and 150 media 
representatives from 
all over the world. This 
major event provides the 
opportunity for people 
with physical disabilities 
to compete against each 
other across six disci-
plines with the help of 
cutting-edge assistive 
technologies, while also 
demonstrating how 
these modern technolo-
gies can be used to help 
people with impairments 
deal with the day-to-day 
routine. The Cybathlon 
was made possible 
through the support of 
numerous donors and 
partners. 

Rehabilitation Technology
Maintenance of good health and quality of life will pose a major challenge to 
our society and our health system in future, in the face of our progressively 
aging population and the increase in the proportion of overweight people.

Prevention, the development of effective treatments and technological and 
biological solutions for the replacement and reconstruction of body struc-
tures and bodily functions all require a multidisciplinary approach and form 
the focus of rehabilitation technology research at ETH. 

The aim is to work with partners from science and industry in the deve- 
lopment of forward-looking solutions for key problems affecting human 
health.

 REHABILI-
TATION

 The partnership with the ZISC 
Center enables Swiss Post to 
anchor ETH Zurich’s pioneering 
research in areas such as IT system 
security, data analysis, machine 
learning & robotics even more 
firmly within our business and we 
will be working collaboratively on 
specific topics. We look forward 
to a mutual exchange of ideas to 
consolidate IT security with world-
class research as a key feature  
of our core business and  
to integrate it within 
Swiss Post. 

 Susanne Ruoff, CEO 

Swiss Post

Information Security  
on the road to success
Thanks to the support of our partners, the past few years have 
seen «Zurich Information Security and Privacy Center» (ZISC) 
gain an international reputation as a competence centre for IT 
security. In order that solutions can continue to be developed in 
future to deal with the ever-increasing challenges to the security 
of information systems, the number of researchers and train-
ees in the area of information security needs to be increased  
significantly; interaction with industry also needs to be further 
intensified.

The recently established Open Lab provides an open platform 
where scientists and IT experts from partners involved in 
ZISC can engage in a lively exchange of views. The aim of this 
closer contact between researchers and business representa- 

tives is to facilitate an even better understanding of the 
needs of industry and to produce a quicker transfer of 

research results into day-to-day applications. Work-
shops, seminars and conferences are to be held on a  
regular basis. The Open Lab will provide space for  
20 students, researchers and business partners. 

Further information is available at:  
www.ethz-foundation.ch/en/information-security

DATA 
SCIENCE

Extended support 
for Professorship in 
Logistics Management
The funding by Kühne 
Stiftung for Professor 
Stephan Wagner, 
Professor of Logistics 
Management is 
extended. He has been 
a full professor at ETH 
since 2008 and is the 
Director of the Executive 
MBA in Supply Chain 
Management. 

ETH appoints new 
honorary council
This year, as part of the 
celebratory framework 
of ETH Day, Dr Thomas 
Knecht is awarded 
Honorary Board Mem-
ber for his  outstanding 
commitment to the 
promotion of innovation 
transfer from Swiss 
universities into society 
and the economy. The 
new Honorary Board 
Member has worked 
for many years as a 
member of ETH Zurich 
Foundation’s Board 
of Trustees and of the 
Foundation’s Steering 
Committee.

New partners for  
Data Science 
At the end of the year, 
Swiss Post and the SIX 
Group enter a research 
partnership with  ETH 
«Zurich Information Secu- 
rity and Privacy Center» 
(ZISC). The involvement 
of these companies,  
in collaboration with  
ETH Zurich Foundation, 
enables ZISC to run  
the newly established  
Open Lab.
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Developing personal-
ised medicine
Donations from the 
Lotte und Adolf Hotz-
Sprenger Stiftung and 
the NOMIS Foundation 
support a professorship 
in Genome Biology, 
which aims to carry 
out research into the 
dynamic evolution of 
(cancer) genomes in  
the context of disease 
and treatment. 

Media  
Technology
Information technology and data science 
play a key role in the ever-changing media 
industry. ETH Zurich now aims to develop 
the digital transformation within the media 
sector into a research and teaching field of 
its own, set up through the ETH «Media 
Technology» initiative in Zurich. Consider-
able resources will be invested in the de-
velopment of new research and teaching 
programmes and a new professorship in  
Media Technology will be created.

As a partner in this initiative, you keep a fin-
ger on the pulse of new developments; you 
can interact with emerging talents and point 
out the problems that eventually contribute 
to the discovery of new ideas and solutions 
for products and services.

Further information is available at: 
www.ethz-foundation.ch/en/media-
technology

 The partnership between the NZZ media 
group and ETH Zurich provides a unique oppor-

tunity to reinforce the interchange between 
universities and Swiss media companies. 
By supporting the Media Technology initia-
tive, we attract talented new international 
staff into research and practice alike. 

Felix E. Müller, Editor in Chief NZZ am Sonntag,

NZZ Mediengruppe

 SRG’s goal is to make Switzerland stronger 
as a media location, sustainably and for  
the longer term. That’s why we support  
the ETH Media Technology initiative, 
 thus promoting the innovative power 
of Swiss media companies. 
Ruedi Matter, Director Schweizer Radio und 

 Fernsehen, SRF

 Digitalisation is causing a fundamental 
transformation for Ringier and for the 

media industry in general. The aim of 
our support for research at ETH is to 
drive the digital transformation and 
technological innovations forward. 
Xiaoqun Clever, Chief Technology and 

Data Officer Ringier AG

 The Swiss media scene finds itself in a very 
good position, both historically and in terms  

of international comparisons. We want this 
 situation to continue and to be able to  
take a leading role as a location for future 
media developments; this is why Tamedia 
 supports teaching and research activities 

 in the Data Science area at ETH. 
Dr Pietro Supino, Publisher and Chairman 

of the Board of Directors at Tamedia 

ETH Zurich launches 
Media Technology 
initiative
ETH Zurich is estab-
lishing a professorship 
and a new Centre for 
Media Technology. This 
is being made possible 
through partnerships 
with the NZZ media 
group, Ringier, the SRG 
and Tamedia. The aim of 
the initiative is to bring 
practice and research 
closer together and to 
make use of the new 
technological advances 
for Switzerland as a 
media location.

Launching the  
Rector’s Impulse Fund
ETH alumnus Adrian 
Weiss supports the 
Rector Professor Sarah 
M. Springman by 
making a donation to 
the «Rector’s Impulse 
Fund», with the aim of 
inspiring forward- 
thinking initiatives and 
enabling innovative 
projects to be realised 
without delay. The  
donations will be used 
to promote excellence 
and innovation in  
education.

 Excellent science depends upon curiosity, 
asking questions and the persistence to dig deep  
into things. Interdisciplinary collaboration and the 
freedom allowed to researchers are important to  
us. This is precisely why NOMIS Foundation  

supports fundamental research at ETH Zurich.  
Markus Reinhard, Managing Director NOMIS Foundation

Supporting young 
scientists
The BASF Schweiz 
Forschungsstiftung 
supports the «Pioneer 
Fellowship Program» 
to encourage talented 
young entrepreneurs 
and forward-thinking 
research. The intention 
is that these funds 
should be directed 
towards innovations  
for sustainable  
construction. 

DATA 
SCIENCE
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New centre of educa-
tion and research for 
the public sector
The newly established 
«Swiss School of Public 
Governance» (SSPG) 
unites research and 
teaching on the chal-
lenges in the public 
sector. This will provide 
executive managers with 
knowledge and access  
to various competencies 
at ETH Zurich.

Major skin research 
project  
The major new inter-
disciplinary project of 
«Hochschulmedizin 
Zurich» will bring skin 
research in Zurich 
together in one location, 
with the aim to become 
a world-leading centre in 
this field. «Skintegrity» 
is supported through 
donations to the «Poly 
Fund» (page 16). 

2017Successful  
Pioneer  
Fellow

Sergio Sanabria has only been part 
of the Pioneer Fellowship Program 
since the autumn of 2016, but his 
newly developed business idea 
is already generating a furore. 
Most recently, he was honoured 
with the Spark Award, for the 
most promising ETH invention 
submitted for a patent. Together 
with Professor Orçun Göksel and 
his research group, Sanabria has 
developed a novel ultrasound 
examination method to aid the 
diagnosis of various changes in 
tissues that particularly helps in 
the detection of tumours involved 
in breast cancer. Whereas many 
tumours were previously invisible 
to ultrasound, this new method 
measures the transit time required 
by an ultrasound wave. The more 
rigid the tissue (as is the case for 
many tumours), the faster the 
ultrasound wave travels through it. 
Trials are currently being held on 
patients at the University Hospital 
of Zurich.

Swiss School  
of Public  
Governance
The SSPG aims to be an interdisciplinary 
platform on research and teaching. Through 
interdepartmental synergies, solutions to 
critical challenges in the public sector – such 
as digital technologies, energy supply and 
artificial intelligence – will be developed. 
The linking of these solutions in combina-
tion with the political tradition of Switzer-
land, its massive experience of managing 
negotiations and its excellent services ena-
bles SSPG to establish an international posi-
tion for itself in this subject.

The SSPG will be directed by Professor 
Michael Ambühl, who was previously State 
Secretary of the Swiss Federal Department 
of Finance and State Secretary of the Fed-
eral Department of Foreign Affairs.

ETH Zurich Foundation seeks funding part-
ners, who would like to enable the SSPG 
to carry out its research, teaching and out-
reach activities. 

Further information is available at: 
www.ethz-foundation.ch/en/sspg

Skintegrity
In future, natural scientists, engineers and doctors at ETH Zurich, the University of Zurich and 
several other university clinics in the city will work together to develop new treatments and 
diagnostic procedures for skin diseases and wound healing problems  and undertake research 
into the fundamentals of these health problems. The large-scale «Skintegrity» project will 
become the new flagship project for «Hochschulmedizin Zurich».

For example, Skintegrity projects are those that are involved in manufacturing artificial skin 
for transplantation or research purposes, those involved in the development of an imaging 
system for the early diagnosis of lymphatic diseases, or basic research projects using modern 
biological methods to investigate the mechanisms involved in the poor healing of wounds or 
the development of cancers.

Further information is available at: www.ethz-foundation.ch/en/skintegrity

CHRONICLE  |  3130  |  CHRONICLE



The consolidated financial statements were prepared in accordance with Swiss GAAP FER 
guidelines. In our capacity as auditors of the ETH Zurich Foundation, we confirm that the fig-
ures reported can be derived from the 2016 consolidated financial statements, which we have  
audited and certified without qualification on 22. March 2017.

KPMG AG

Michael Herzog   Carole Gehrer

Subsidiary of the ETH Zurich 
Foundation: Immobilien ETHZF Ltd 

The ETH Zurich Foundation set up the 
company Immobilien ETHZF Ltd and 
granted it a loan of CHF 17.1 m to create 
the HCP building on the Hönggerberg 
campus. The company rents the new 
office and seminar space to ETH Zurich.

Chairman of the Board:  
Dr. Donald Tillman
Board members: Reinhard Giger,  
Dr. Thomas Wetzel 

31.12.2016 31.12.2015

ASSETS in CHF in CHF

Cash and cash equivalents 20 274 944 13 763 844

Securities 147 118 999 131 002 538

Short-term receivables from donors 55 875 033 57 844 305

Other short-term receivables 1 318 762 1 217 215

 Accrued income 42 076 15 590

Total current assets 224 629 814 203 843 492

Long-term receivables from donors 177 929 126 208 810 350

Other long-term receivables 55 000 55 000

Fixed assets 16 311 443 17 130 479

Total non-current assets 194 295 569 225 995 829

TOTAL ASSETS 418 925 383 429 839 321

LIABILITIES
Trade accounts payable 79 311 71 652

Short-term liabilities from allocations 23 571 840 21 344 680

Current liabilities 35 289 19 160

Deferred income 162 656 125 203

Total current liabilities 23 849 096 21 560 695

Long-term liabilities from allocations 80 539 500 82 494 000

Total non-current liabilities 80 539 500 82 494 000

Interest-bearing fund capital 33 000 498 33 017 509 

Non interest-bearing fund capital 241 456 962 249 843 920

Total earmarked fund capital 274 457 460 282 861 429 

Total liabilities incl. earmarked fund capital 378 846 056 386 916 124

Foundation capital 50 000 50 000

Statutory reserves 4 572 1 014

Internally generated unrestricted capital 42 868 625 47 630 423

Annual Result - 2 843 870 - 4 758 240

Equity 40 079 327 42 923 197

TOTAL LIABILITIES 418 925 383 429 839 321

Balance Sheet
Consolidated

Board of Trustees

President
Prof. Dr. Pius Baschera
Chairman of the Board of  
Directors, Hilti AG;  
President of the Board of Trustees  
since 2016

Vice President
Prof. Dr. Lino Guzzella
President of ETH Zurich;
Vice President of the Board  
of Trustees since 2015

Francisco Fernandez
Founder and CEO Avaloq
Evolution AG;  
Board member since 2008

Prof. Dr. Thomas Jordan
Chairman of the Governing  
Board, Swiss National Bank;
Board member since 2013

Dr. Hariolf Kottmann
CEO, Clariant;
Board member since 2012

Walter Gränicher 
Former CEO Alstom Switzerland;
President of ETH Alumni  
Association;  
Board member since 2012

Dr. Irene Kaufmann
Vice-Chairwoman of the  
Board of Directors, Coop Group;
Board member since 2009

Dr. Jörg Müller-Ganz
Chairman of the Board of  
Directors, Zürcher Kantonalbank;
Board member since 20011 

Prof. Dr. Detlef Günther
Vice President Research  
and Corporate Relations,  
ETH Zurich;  
Board member since 2015

Dr. Thomas Knecht
Chairman of the Board of  
Directors, Knecht Holding AG;
Board member since 2005

Prof. Dr. Beatrice Weder di Mauro
Professor of Economics and Distinguished 
Fellow, Emerging Markets Institute,  
INSEAD Singapore 
Board member since 2015

Prof. Dr. Paul Hälg
Chairman of the Board of Directors, 
Sika AG and Dätwyler,
Board member since 2017

Dr. Brice Koch
Former CEO, OC Oerlikon;
Board member since 2012

We thank the long-serving member of the Board of Trustees, Dr. Walter Grüebler (Board of Trustees 
ETH Zurich Foundation, 2008 - 2016), for his valuable contribution.
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Contact
Adress

ETH Zurich Foundation 

Weinbergstrasse 29

CH-8006 Zürich

T +41 (0)44 633 69 66

F +41 (0)44 633 13 81

E info@ethz-foundation.ch

www.ethz-foundation.ch/en

Bank account details

Credit Suisse AG, 8070 Zurich

CHF IBAN CH87 0483 5027 0482 3100 0

EUR IBAN CH47 0483 5027 0482 3201 1

USD IBAN CH90 0483 5027 0482 3201 3

BIC-SWIFT CRESCHZZ80A

Would you like to support ETH Zurich 
or learn more about our work?

Please get in touch with us. We look 
forward to getting to know you.
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Income Statement
Consolidated

2016 2015

INCOME in CHF in CHF

Financial contributions, not earmarked 351 863 1 626 557

Financial contributions, earmarked 47 721 029 31 527 342

Financial contributions 48 072 892 33 153 899

Cancellation of donations / Repayment of donations - 8 040 000 - 5 485

Total financial contributions 40 032 892 33 148 414

Net proceeds from renting 1 387 000 462 333

Total real estate income 1 387 000 462 333

Other income 39 332 95 437

Total Income 41 459 224 33 706 184

EXPENSES
Allocations, not-earmarked 3 546 132 4 806  850

Allocations, earmarked 50 243 111 49 504 143

Total allocations 53 789 243 54 310 993

Total property expenses 138 665 53 256

Personnel expenses 1 754 009 1 392 627

Facility and administrative expenses  537 796 496 921

Other expenses 342 562 249 890

Amortisation  853 795  165 763

Total operating expenses 3 488 162  2 305 201

Operating results - 15 956 846 - 22 963 266

Financial income 10 230 800 4 877 904

Financial expenses - 5 521 793 - 5 136 964

Results before change in fund capital - 11 247 839 - 23 222 326

Funds increment - 41 238 599 - 31 521 857

Funds decrease 50 498 764 49 985 943

Interest fund capital - 856 196 0

Fund result (earmarked fund) 8 403 969 18 464 086

Annual result - 2 843 870 - 4 758 240

All contributions
to the ETH Zurich
Foundation are 
employed entirely
for the benefit of
ETH Zurich.

40%
Companies

22%
Foundations /
organisations

38%
Private donors

Origin of funds
2003 – 2016

Donations
CHF m

Urs Blumentritt
Database Manager

Dr. Donald Tillman   
Managing Director

Tonja Cruse
Relationship Manager

Judith Desam
Assistant to the Managing Director

Corinna Adler
Head of Strategic Partnerships 
Deputy Managing Director

Walter Esposito
Relationship Manager

Sarah Lina Hamann
Communications Manager

Tatjana Grez
Event Specialist

Amina Chaudri
Head of Legacy Gifts and 
Communication

Alex Hochuli
Relationship Manager

Management

Gifts & Legacies

Communication & Services

ETH Zurich Foundation Team

2016

2015

2014

2013

2012 

2011 

48.1

33.2

153.2

91.0

32.5

63.8
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