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Developing new ideas, growing together



In Focus Projects,  

Mechanical Engineering 

students learn to develop 

products independently. 

Péter Fankhauser, now  

a doctoral student, led the 

team developing Rezero, 

a robot that balances on a 

sphere (Ballbot).
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Dear Donors and Partners

What does it take to turn bold ideas into compelling projects? Innov-

ators dedicated to pursuing them, time to allow them to mature, 

and the resources required to implement them. If all this comes 

together, quantum leaps can be achieved – as was shown last year 

by the establishment of the Wyss Translational Center Zurich. Here, 

engineers, clinicians and scientists will work together to develop 

new medical treatments, prototypes and innovative products, with 

the aim of significantly improving the lives of patients and healthy 

people.

Your support for new professorships, budding talents and ambitious 

research projects has unleashed a flood of ideas – ideas for tackling 

key global challenges such as nutrition, water scarcity, energy and 

healthcare; ideas that could scarcely have been realized without 

your support. By funding scholarships, you have opened the way 

for outstanding students to receive the best possible education 

at the ETH. The pioneering spirit of these young talents and their 

commitment to innovation generate ideas and projects with the 

potential to transform our lives.

Fortunately, ETH Zurich can rely on solid basic financing from the 

federal government. But additional funding from private donations 

can make a crucial difference, creating space to explore promising 

new approaches, to address important topics without delay and to 

nurture exceptional individuals. This gives researchers the freedom 

they need to bring their projects to fruition. Your contributions help 

to launch research activities and to intensify world class research 

in strategically important areas.

In 2014, over 2000 private donors, foundations and companies con-

tributed a total of CHF 153 million to support research and talents 

at ETH Zurich. We wish to express our sincere thanks to all our 

donors and partners for your confidence and commitment. We are 

also grateful to the Executive Board, researchers and staff of ETH 

Zurich for their collaboration.

This annual report provides an overview of the wide variety of 

unique projects and individuals that benefited from your support 

over the past year. The latter, like us, look forward – with your con-

tinued support – to developing new ideas and growing together in 

the future.

Dr. Donald Tillman
Managing Director

Jürgen Dormann
President of the Board  
of Trustees
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Promote pioneering spirit 
Your support can turn innovative 
ideas into products that benefit society 
(see p. 26).

Nurture talents 
Your donations foster potential 
and innovation among outstanding 
young talents (see p. 25).

Accelerate research 
Your commitment helps researchers 
to address key global issues more 
rapidly (see p. 16).

Energy

Why provide
support?

What kind 
of support?

What to
support?

The ETH Zurich Foundation appreciates support of any kind, however large or small. You can 
choose whether you prefer to support specific projects and strategic initiatives via earmarked 
donations, or to make an unrestricted donation which can be used according to the needs of 
ETH Zurich. In either case, you will be helping to accelerate research, nurture talent and promote 
pioneering spirit.

Supporting pioneering research
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Your donation makes a difference

At the ITS, we’re in close contact  

with colleagues from various 

disciplines at the ETH and other 

renowned universities. For 

researchers at the start of their 

career, this is a great opportunity.

Emily Clader, mathematician and 
Junior Fellow at the ITS

With your support, we can jointly promote research, teaching and entrepreneurial spirit at  
ETH Zurich, thus contributing substantially to innovation and value creation. The ETH Zurich 
Foundation and its partners focus in particular on the institute’s strategic priorities. Last year, 
over 2000 individuals, foundations and companies contributed a total of CHF 153 million to  
support research, talents and pioneers at ETH Zurich. The numerous donations from alumni and 
companies account for a significant proportion of this total.

Number of projects and amounts allocated (2003 – 2014)

Funded projects

Swiss SMEs support Excellence Scholars
Numerous donations from small and medium-sized Swiss enter-

prises have made a big difference: by funding Excellence Schol- 

arships, partners such as Biotronik, Holinger, Fabrimex, Sensirion, 

Hardturm AG and RMS are fostering young talents and helping 

to secure Switzerland’s position as a centre of innovation.

Fellows start work at ITS
Since it was opened in June 2013, four Senior Fellows and two 

Junior Fellows have been selected to work at the ETH Institute 

for Theoretical Studies. The ITS is an interdisciplinary centre 

promoting dialogue on fundamental questions among research-

ers in mathematics, physics and computer science. Additional 

Fellows are currently being sought. The establishment of the 

ITS was made possible by the Walter Haefner Foundation and 

Dr. Max Rössler.

Basic research in Switzerland is among  

the best in the world. However, it often 

takes a long time until the findings can be 

used to benefit patients. I want to help 

speed up this transfer with new models  

of interdisciplinary collaboration. 

Dr. h.c. mult. Hansjörg Wyss, whose donation 
enabled the creation of the Wyss Translational 
Center Zurich 

22
Professorships
(CHF 124 m)

258
Scholarships
(CHF 16 m)

126
Research, teaching,
networks
(CHF 27 m)

8
Infrastructure,
equipment
(CHF 25 m)
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Donors and Partners 

We thank all our long-standing and new donors and partners for their confidence and their generous support for the  

ETH Zurich Foundation. By investing in innovative projects, bold ideas and pioneering efforts in research, fostering excellence 

and entrepreneurship, we will continue to make it possible for the most highly sought-after experts and talents to be trained  

at ETH Zurich, thus strengthening Switzerland as a centre of knowledge and industry. We also thank all those who prefer not to  

be named. Our guidelines for partnership (Code of Conduct) can be consulted online at www.ethz-foundation.ch.

Excellence Circle

To recognize special contributions and close ties (annual donations for more  

than five years), and as a mark of our gratitude, you are admitted to the Excellence 

Circle. Many thanks to all of you for setting an example and inspiring others!

Alex Benz
Pascal Benz
Dr. Rolf Bereiter
Ronald Berg
Rolph R. Berg-Jaquet
André Bermann
Franz Bernasconi
Dr. Rolf Bernegger
Dr. Stefan Bernegger
Gerhard Berner
Timothy Bernhardt
Dr. Lukas Bertschinger
Christian Betschon
Erwin Beusch
Dr. Tobias Beyer
Sandeep Bhardwaj
François Bianco
Norbert De Biasio
Moritz Bickel
Vera Biderbost
Dr. Heinrich Bieler
Dr. Patric S. Bieler
Dr. Marcel Bieri
Dr. Markus Bieri
Markus Bieri
Rudolf Bieri
Dr. Roland Bilang
Andreas Bilger
Christophe Bilger
Prof. Dr. Martin A. Billeter
Dr. Rouven  
Bingel-Erlenmeyer
Marco Bini
Truls M. Biörnstad
Edith Birrer
Dr. S. und  Dr. N. Blank
Dr. Hans-Ulrich Blaser
René Blattmann
Robert Bleibler
Manuel Bleichenbacher
Stephan Bless
Karl F. Blöchle
Dr. Patrick Blösch
Dr. Urs Blumer
Anne-Kathrin Bodenbender
Dr. René Bodmer
Dr. Rolf P. Bodmer
Dietrich von Boetticher
Peter M. Bögli
Werner Böhi
Willi Bolleter
Hansjörg Bolliger
Kathrin Bolliger
Patrick Bolliger
Trond Halvard Bolstad
Monika Boltshauser
Dr. Giovanni Bonavia
Dr. Lorenz Bonderer
Max Bonomo
Urs Borbach
Dr. Jean F. Borel
Dr. Adrian Borer
Pierre Borgeaud
Peter Borle
Dr. Marc Bornand
Heinrich Bossert
Peter Bosshart
Dr. Josef Bossy

Kurt Allemann
Bojan Antonovic
Hans W. Appenzeller
Dietrich Baer
Prof. Dr. Heinrich Baggenstos
Dr. Reto Battaglia
Michael Günther Baumer
Ernst Berger
Albert Bertschmann
Michele Biaggini
Dr. Filippo Bianconi
Prof. Dr. Gianni Blatter
Dr. Hans-Rudolf Bosshard
Werner Bosshard
Manfred Bötsch
Serkan Bozyigit
Theodor Bräm
Jürg Brandenberger
Dr. Alexander Brändli
Dr. Olivier Braun
Dr. Jean Jacques Britt
Hermann Brühlmann
Dr. Heinrich Büchi
Christoph Bünger
Paul Buob
André Burch
Andreas Buser
Oliver Buss
Reto Caflisch
Jacques Chavaz
Dr. Daniel Clerc
Michel Cornaz
Leah Cueni
Dr. Herbert Egolf
Dr. Andrew Oskar Faeh
Ernst Fahrni
Dr. Theodor Felder
Prof. Dr. Mario Fontana
Peter Frei
Hansjörg Frey
Kurt Frey
Valérie Gallati
Marco Di Giorgio
Heinrich Gnehm
Walter Gränicher
Frank P. Gross
Werner Grünig
Prof. Dr. Hans von Gunten
Bernhard A. Gysi
Albert Gysin-Paulsen
Dr. Pierre-André Haas
Dr. Emanuel Hafner
Dr. Wolfgang Christian  
Ferdinand Haid
Hans Häni
Randolf Hanslin
Thomas Häring
Dr. Karl Hartmann
Alex Hatebur
Robert Urs Hauser
Thomas Hauser
Dr. Udo Herlach
Walter Herrmann
Rudolf Herter
Dr. René K. Himmel
Werner Hirschi
Hans Rudolf Holenweg
Friedrich Hoyer

Konrad M. Huber
Peter Hunziker
Prof. Dr. Lorenz Hurni
Prof. Dr. Ralf Hütter
Claudio Jeker
Rudolf Jenny
Albrecht Josephy-Hablützel
Dr. Armin Kälin
Hans Kaufmann
Peter Keller
Walter Keller
Waldemar Kieliger
Dr. Paul Kleiner
Dr. Jovanka Kovacevic
Dr. Alex Krieger
Dr. Othmar M. Kuhn
Hermann Kunz
Prof. Hans-Jürgen Lang
Dr. Rodolfo Lardi
Felix Lauper
Ralph Letsch
Prof. Dr. Peter Leuthold
Gilgian Leuzinger
Dr. Emil Lienhard-Schmid
Edmond Locher
Davide Longo
Alfred Lorenz
Dr. Mathieu Luisier
Urs Manser
Aldo Mastai
Valentino Mattei
Hans Merz
Dr. Ruth Messikommer
Gérard Messmer
Dr. Bruno Meyer
Ivar Meyer
Dr. Theo Meyer
Dr. Samyr Mezzour
Peter Morgenthaler
Philip Adrian Mosimann
Albéric Müller
Andreas Müller
Dr. Reinhard Müller
Kurt Nohl
Prof. Dr. Josef Nösberger
Marc D. Nussbaumer
Jürg Nyfeler
Daniel Oertli
Dr. Christoph David Perels
Frédéric-M. Perret
Dr. Bruno Peterer
Bruno Peterhans
Hans Pfiffner
Dr. André Piller
Enrico Pioda
Wolfgang Pischl
Sandra Hauser Poltera
Anton Poltera
Prof. Dr. Zdenko Puhan
Ruedi Räss
Prof. Dr. Fritz H. Rehsteiner
Hans-Jakob Reichen
Dr. Hans-Jürg Reinhart
Dr. Michael Reiss-Guhl
Dr. Peter Ritz
Willi Roos
Prof. Dr. Alfred Rösli
Dr. Rainer A. Rueppel

Dr. Richard Ruf
Remigius Rupp
Peter Rysler
Prof. Dr. Rudolf Saager
Robert Sägesser
Rino Salvadè
Milutin Scepan
Hans R. Schaffer
Dr. Adrian Schär
Prof. Dr. Louis Schlapbach
Peter Schlub
Christian Thomas Schmid
Dr. Raymond Scholer
Dr. Gian Franco Schubiger
Beat Schüpbach
Alfred Schürch
Dr. Paul J. Schwyn
Beat U. Semadeni
Dr. Paul Sevinç
Beat Sigg
Florian Sorg
Peter Spirig
Peter Spoerri
Hans Strassmann
Prof. Dr. Emanuel E. Strehler
Matthias Stüssi
Rudolf Stüssi-Hodel
Leonhard Süry
Brian Suter
Dr. Johann Sutter
Paolo Tamò
Jon Andri Tgetgel
Dr. Donald Tillman
Edy Toscano
Peter Trauffer
Dr. Hans Tschamper
Heinz Ursprung
Gian Carlo Dalla Vedova
Dr. August Vieli
Dr. Moritz Vischer
Fritz Waldmeier
Hans Wenger
Dr. Marco Wieland
Peter J. Wild
Prof. Willy Wilk
Marc A. Winiger
Werner Woodtli
Prof. Dr. Heidi und Dr. Werner 
Wunderli-Allenspach
Dr. Willy Wunderlin
Kaspar F. Wyss
Georges Zenobi
Dr. Fritz Zimmermann
Dr. Markus Chr. Zobrist
Dr. Kurt Zollinger
Walter Zumstein

Companies

ABB Schweiz
AdNovum Informatik
Alpiq
Alstom Schweiz
Ammann Group Holding
Avaloq Evolution
Axpo
Basler & Hofmann
BETTR
Biotronik
BKW
Bühler
CKW
Clariant
Coop
Crédit Agricole
Credit Suisse
Dätwyler
Disney Research Zürich
Distrelec
DMSP Portmann
Dow
EKZ
Ernst Basler & Partner
ETEL S.A.
ewz
F. Hoffmann- La Roche
Fabrimex Systems
First Advisory Group
Franke Artemis Group
Geberit
Glencore
Gruner
Hardturm AG
Heiner Thorborg & Co.
Hewlett Packard
Hilti
Hocoma
Holcim
Holinger
Implenia
Industrielle Betriebe Kloten
Kaba
Knecht Holding
KPMG
LumiNova
Nestlé
Omya
Open Systems
PartnerRe
Philips
Plastic Omnium
PPCmetrics
PwC
RC Tritec
Repower
SABIC
Sensirion
Shell
Siemens Schweiz
Sika
Stump ForaTec
Sulzer
Swiss Re
Swisscom
swisselectric

Syngenta
The Boston Consulting Group
United Technologies Corporation
V-ZUG / Metall Zug
J. E. Wolfensberger
Zürcher Kantonalbank

 
Foundations & Organizations

Accenture Stiftung
Akademie der  
Wissenschaften Schweiz
Albert Lück-Stiftung
Anna Caroline Stiftung
AO Foundation
Arbeitsgemeinschaft Prof. Hugel
Arthur Waser Stiftung
AXA Research Fund
Baugarten Stiftung
René und Susanne  
Braginsky-Stiftung
Bühlmann-Kühni Stiftung
Coop Fond für Nachhaltigkeit
Credit Suisse Foundation
Dr. iur. Jstvan  
Kertész Stiftung
Erdöl-Vereinigung
Ernst Göhner Stiftung
ETH Alumni Landesgruppe 
Deutschland
FIFA
Gemeinnützige Stiftung  
ACCENTUS
Gemeinnützige Stiftung  
Basler & Hofmann
Gemeinnützige Stiftung EMPIRIS
Georg und Bertha  
Schwyzer-Winiker Stiftung
Walter Haefner Stiftung
Hauser-Stiftung
Heidi Ras Stiftung
Helmut Horten Stiftung
Hirschmann-Stiftung
Huber+Suhner Stiftung
IASTED
IMG Stiftung
Klaus Tschira Stiftung
Kühne-Stiftung
Leister Stiftung
Lotte und Adolf  
Hotz-Sprenger Stiftung
MBF Foundation
Michael Kohn-Stiftung
Misrock-Stiftung
NAGRA
Novartis Stiftung
Prof. Otto Beisheim-Stiftung
RMS Foundation
Rofonda Stiftung
Rütli-Stiftung
Sawiris Foundation  
for Social Development
Schweizerische Multiple  
Sklerose Gesellschaft
Starr International Foundation
Stavros Niarchos Foundation
Stiftung Cerebral

Stiftung Denk an mich
Stiftung Mercator Schweiz
Stiftung Propter Homines
Stiftung Synapsis
Swiss Re Foundation
Thallos Stiftung
Uniscientia Stiftung
Verband VSA
Verein SVGW
Vontobel-Stiftung
Werner Siemens-Stiftung
Wilhelm Schulthess-Stiftung
Yvonne Lang-Chardonnens 
Stiftung
Z Zurich Foundation

 
Alumni & Private Donors

A
Dr. Thomas Abend
Dr. Eduardo von Achenbach
Prof. Dr. Dieter Ackerknecht
Alexis Adamian
Dr. Sedat Adili
Corinna Adler
Rudolf Aellig
Adrian Aeschbach
Dr. Friedrich Aeschbach
Max Aeschlimann
Jörg Affentranger
Evgenia Ageeva
Hans-Rudolf Akermann
Martin Albers
Dr. Bruno Albrecht
Rita Albrecht
Monique Bosco-von Allmen
Evran Alper
Yves Alter
Prof. Peter F. Amacher
Prof. Dr. Renato Amadò
Prof. Dr. Michael Ambühl
Tobias Amiet
Hans Ammann
Pamela Ammann
Christian Ammon
Dr. Christian Amon
Jürg Anderegg
Eva Andermatt-Lutz
Dr. Thomas Andrist
Thomas Angehrn
Dr. Thomas Anken
Dr. Clemens Anklin
Dr. Rudolf Anliker
Marco Apolloni
Jakob Appenzeller
Laszlo Arato
Ernst Arber
Dr. Natalia Archinard
Daniel Arnet
Rolf Arnet
Salvador Soler Arno
Otto Arnold
Dimitar Asenov
Gabriel Assin
Dr. Carla Sorato Attinger
Per-Olof Attinger
Sylvie Aubert

B
Dr. Daniel Bach
Dr. Herbert Bächler
Dr. André Bachmann 
Pierre-Yves Bachmann
Dr. Stephan Bachmann
Ruth Bachmann
Hicham Bahi
Dr. Reto Baitella
Andrea Balestra
Dr. Kathrin und  
Dr. Martin Ballerstein
Francesco Balli
Roger Ballmer
Jörg von Ballmoos
Prisca von Ballmoos
Dr. Roland von Ballmoos
Dr. Tobias Balmer
Dr. Hans Balzer
Divay Bansal
Dr. Stefan Bantle
Werner Bantli
Dialma Jakob Bänziger
Zarko Barac
Dr. Jean Barbey
Aurelia Bargähr
Bruno Bärlocher
Kathrin Bärlocher
Raphael Barmettler
Mario Barp-Krouts
Dr. Matthias Barthel
Hans-Peter Bärtschi
Markus Bärtschi
Dr. Ernst Basler
Dr. Gérard Basler
Dr. Konrad Basler
Dr. Victor A. Bassili
Prof. Dr. Bertram Batlogg
Dr. Matthias Bator
Richard Battanta
Prof. Dr. Alfred Bauder
Frédéric Baudraz
Dr. Rudolf Bauer
Dr. Roland Bauhofer
Carlos Baumann
Ernst Baumann
Hans Baumann
Dr. Heinrich Baumann
Heinz Baumann
Peter Baumann
Roland Baumann
Susan Baumann
Urs Baumberger
Dr. Rudolf Baumeler
Dr. Daniel Baumgartner
Kurt Baumgartner
Dr. Max Baumgartner
Gerd Bäuml
André-Samuel Bayard
Karl Beckmann
Andrea Beer
Robert Beer
Dr. Viktor Beglinger
Nina Behjati
Georg Bellenberg
René Beller
Mattia Beltrametti
Dr. Ivano Beltrami
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Donors and Partners 

Sami Kerim Galal
Dr. Enrico Gallacchi
Andreas Galle
Marco Galli
Fabio Galliciotti
Dr. Tobias Gamisch
Thomas Gamma
Dr. Marlyse Gander-Coquez
Dr. Marco Ganser
Dr. Paul Gantenbein
Dr. Fritz Gantert
Dr. Christopher Ganz
Britta Gardner-Schmid
Andreas Gasser
Basil Gasser
Dr. Beat Gasser
Dr. Hans-Heini Gasser
Dr. Max Gasser
Michael Gasser
Philippe Gasser
Dr. Sándor Gáti
Dr. Felix Gattiker
Matthias Geel
Dr. Kurt Geiger
Thomas Geiger
Annette Geissbühler-Sollberger
Dr. Hans-Eduard Geistlich
Roger George
Andreas Gerber
Daniel Gerber
Franz Gerber
Dr. Fritz P. Gerber
Martin Gerber
Dr. Sabina Gerber
Prof. Dr. Johannes Gessler
Salomon Ghatan
Gabriele Gianolli
Dr. Sabine Gianotti
Frédéric Gindroz
Marco De Giorgi
Eric Girod
Norma Gisler
Erminio Giudici
Alkis Gkotovos
Georges-A. Glauser
Erik Gloerfeld
Dr. Bernhard Gloor
Paul Glutz
Bruno A. Gmünder
Dr. Klaus Gmür
Martin Gmür
Jean-François Gnaegi
Dr. Hannes Goetz
Nina Gonova
Dr. Peter Good
Philipp Good
Attilio Gorla
Valentin Göseli
Jürg Götsch
Gérôme Graf
Leo Graf
Dr. Markus Graf
René Graf
Dr. Kurt und Madeleine Grasmück
Lukas Grauwiler
Dr. Vera Gräzer
Luigina Greco-Tarchini
Antoine Gremaud
Nicolas Gremaud
Dr. Mathis Grenacher
Dr. Hanspeter Gribi
Christina Grieder
Dr. Jean-Claude Griesser
Ronald Grisard
Johannes Grissmann
Dr. Bernhard Grob
Daniel Grob
Jürg Grob
Martin Groebli
Viktor A. Grossen
Dr. Cristian Grossmann

Beat Gruber
Kurt Gruber
Prof. Dr. Nicolas Gruber
Bernard Gruhl
Lukas Grünenfelder
Dr. Marc Grünenfelder
Paul Grünenfelder
Dr. Christoph Grünig
Meinrad Grüter
Dr. Felix Grygier
Markus Gsell
Peter W. Gsell
Reinhard Gsell
Fritz Gubler
Dr. Lorenz Gubler
 Hans Rudolf Gubser
Prof. Dr. Georg Guekos
Dr. Danilo Guerini
Dr. Sebastian Guerrero
Claudio Guetg
Caterina Guglielmi
Mario Guidon
André Guillebeau
Dr. Dominique Guinard
Dr. Mahmoud El Guindi
Ernst Gujer
Kaspar von Gunten
Raphaela Güntensperger
Prof. Dr. Detlef Günther
Prof. Dr. Anton Gunzinger
Jean-Jacques Gunzinger
Dr. Ankit Gupta
Dharmachandra Gupta
Reinhard Gurtner
Prof. Dr. Jacob Gut
Michael Gut
Robert Gut
Heinrich Guyer
Werner Guyer
Robert Gygax

H
Dr. Roland Haas
Prof. Walter U. Häberli
Werner E. Hablützel
Juerg Haefeli
Roman Haefeli
Dr. Raoul Haenni
Felix Haessig
Dr. Fritz G. Hafen
Daniel Häfliger
Thaddä J. Häfliger
Markus Häfner
Armand Hager
Dr. Alfred Hagmann
Fritz Hagmann
Anders Hagström
Akbar Hakimifard
Dr. Samuel Halim
Dr. Christoph Haller
Fritz Haller
Käthy Haller
Dr. Emmanuel de Haller
Dominik Hanslin
Martin Hard
Stephan Häring
Daniel Hariri
Jan Harlegard
Andreas Hartmann
Stephan Hartmann
Dr. Marc Harzenmoser
Daniel Hasler
Hermann Häsler
Dr. Erich Hatz
Hans-Jürg Hauert
Dr. Hans Häuptli
Marco Hauri
Josef Hauser
Markus Hauser
Martina Hauser
Rudolf Hauser

Walter Hauser
Regula Hauser  
Scheel-Ziegler
Roland Häusler
Peter Hausmann
Marcel Hayoz
Walter Hebeisen
Frank Heckner
Raphael Heeb
Christoph Hefti
Dr. Josef Heinzer
Lorenz Held
Jukka Helkama
Dr. Beat Henzi
Dr. Daniel B. Herren
Edgar Herren
Walter Herrli
Dr. Paul Herrmann
Prof. Dr. Gérard Hertig
Felix Herzog
Hans Hess
Hansjörg Hess
Dr. Rudy Hess
Walter Hess
Jack W. Heuer
Dr. Markus Heuer
Alex Heusser
Daniel Hiestand
Dr. Bruno Hilti
Ekkehard Hilti
Jürgen Hilti
Ursula Himmel-Glarner
Dr. Steve Hinske
Harald U. J. Hintze
Dr. Berthold Hinzen
Peter Hladky
Jan Hlavica
Fritz-Peter Hodel
Dr. Andreas Hofer
Dr. Markus Hofer
Dr. Robert Hofer
Ernst Hofmann
Dr. Peter Hofmann
Hansueli Hofstetter
Dr. Jörg-Martin Hohberg
Dr. Mathias Hohl
Dr. Beat W. Hohmann
Kjell Holestøl
Dr. Kurt Hollenstein
Eilif Holte
Andreas Holzer
Marco Holzer
Christian Holzgang
Urs Honegger
Martin Honisch
Dirk Hoppe
Dr. Jiri Hoppe
Dr. György Horak
Dr. Roland Horisberger
Brigitte Horlacher
Elsbeth Hörler
Paul Horn
Bernhard Horrisberger
Dr. Markus Hosang
Christian Hosig
Walter Hossli
Dr. Bernhard Hostettler
Patrick Houghton
Hans Peter Howald
Matthias Howald
Prof. Benedikt Huber
Bernhard Huber
Luzius Huber
Matteo Huber
Dr. Robert Huber
Dr. Willy Huber
Dr. Walter Huber-Roth
Dr. Veronika Huber-Wälchli
Christian Hübner
Werner Hufschmid
Hans-Rudolf Hug

Dr. Johannes Hug
Roman Hug
Oskar Hugentobler
Dr. Urs Hugentobler
Prof. Dr. Hans R. Hugi
Dr. Kurt Hügi
Hans Humbel
Prof. Dr. Dieter Hundt
Bernard Hung
Dr. Erich Hunziker
Franco Hunziker
Johannes Hunziker
Dr. Rolf Hunziker
Dr. Theo Hunziker
Walter Hunziker
Andreas Hürlimann
Regina Hürlimann
Urs Hürlimann
Joseph Hüsler
Hermann Huwiler

I
Radu Ilinca
Prof. Dr. Dieter Imboden
Jacqueline Imhof
Dr. Yves Ineichen
Dr. Jürg Inhelder
Reto Ischi
Dr. Thomas Isenschmid
Walter Iten
Heidi Ivic

J
Fritz A. Jäckli
Andreas Jr. Jacobi
Yves Jacoby
Dr. Charles Jacquemart
Robert A. Jacsman
Prof. Dr. André Jaecklin
Peter Jäger
Thomas Jaggi
Dr. Rainer Jäggi
Prof. Dr. Riccardo Jagmetti
Rahul Jain
Matej Janovjak
Dr. Hossein Janshekar
Dr. Roger Jaquiéry
Jimmy Jean-Baptiste
Dr. André Jeanguenat
Luca Jelmoni
Reto Jenatsch
Dr. Christian Jenny
Peter Jenny
Peter Jermann
Prof. Dr. Dirk Jeschke
Paul Joho
Felix Jost
Peter Jost
Franziska Juch
Armin Jucker
Dr. Hans Jucker
Wolfgang Jud
Dr. Detlef Junghans
Dr. Martin Junker
Birgit Junker

K
Kurt Kaeslin
Dr. Urs Kafader-Mehmann
Dr. Ralf Kägi
Philippe Kaiflin
David Kaiser
Dr. Gregor Kalberer
Bruno de Kalbermatten
Dr. Beat Kälin
Thomas Kälin
Iris Kalkman
Andreas Kalpakci
Matthias Kamer
Jakob Kamm
Urs Kamm

Hanna Brahme
Vesna Eckert Brandestini
Christian Brändli
Walter Brauchli
Dr. Lukas Braunschweiler
Dr. Andreas Breitenmoser
Ulrich Bremi
Dr. R. Peter Brenner
Daniel Brennwalder
Claude Breutel
Dr. Ueli Briegel
Aquil Briggen
Dr. Matthias Briner
Jean Broccard
Dr. Roland Brönnimann
Reinhard Bruderer
Dr. Max Brugger
Alfred Brügger
Adrian M. Bruggisser
Klaus Bruggisser
Christoph Bruhin
Dr. Markus Brühwiler
Philipp Brun
Dr. Eduard M. Brunner
Beat F. Brunner
Angelica Brunner-Wyss
Dr. Jürg Brunnschweiler
Oscar Brusadelli
Nadia Bruzzone
Dr. Karim Bschir
Dr. Stephanie Bubenhofer
Robert Büchel
Prof. Dr. Ernst Bucher
Prof. Dr. Felix Bucher
Dr. Karl Josef Bucher
Rudolf Bucher
Marco Büchler
Eduard Buchli
Johanna Buchmann
Adrian Büeler
Mark Buesser
Dr. Marc-Oliver Buffle
Dr. Niklaus Bühler
Andres Bühlmann
Brice Bühlmann
Dr. Hubert Buholzer
Markus Bührer
Peter Bührer
Antonia Bundi
Hans Burch
Hans-Heinrich Burkhard
Brigitte von Burg
Prof. Dr. Marc Burger
Patrick Burgherr
Walter Bürgi
Dr. Brandon Bürgler
Anna Burini
Daniel Burkhalter
Hans-Heinrich Burkhard
Rosmarie Burkhard
Hans Burkhart
Thomas Bürki
Gerd Burla
Elias Bürli
Dr. Sandra Burri
Richard Burri
Sven Bürzle
Dr. Werner Büsch
Christoph Buschor
Heinz Busenhart
Kaspar Büsser
Simone Bützer

C
Thomas Calame
Dr. Santiago Calatrava
Gian Paul Calonder
Pius Calzaferri
Dr. Theo Camenzind
Dr. Julián Cancino
Carlo Capaul

Bruno Capol
Thomas Caratsch
Andreas Carelli
Dr. Ledo Carletti
Alessio Casanova
Vera Casanova Burckhardt
Dante M. Casoni
Aimone Castelli
Valeria Cavalli
Dr. Ana Mendes Cerdeira
Gea Cereghetti
Luca Ceresetti
Jan Dirk Chabot
Dr. Jacques Chapuis
Panagiotis Chatzidoukas
Amina Chaudri
Jocia Chellakudam
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A legacy to  
support science  
and technology

Dr. Alfred Spälti, who passed away peacefully  

on 13 November 2014 at the age of 97, had lived  

a long and fulfilling life. Having grown up in Rüm-

lang and Effretikon, he began his studies in the  

Department of Electrical Engineering at ETH Zurich  

in 1935. Five years later, he became an assistant  

to Karl Kuhlmann, Professor of Theoretical Electrical 

Engineering, who supervised his doctoral thesis 

on “A vacuum tube device for the measurement of 

wattage, voltage and amperage”.

A passionate engineer, he subsequently worked at 

Albiswerk Zürich AG, at Brown, Boveri & Cie (now 

ABB) and, for much of his career, at Landis+Gyr. 

Here, as Technical Director, he patented several of 

his inventions. At the same time, he was active  

for many years in the Swiss Physical Society, and 

even in his retirement he continued to travel the 

world as an official of the International Electrotech-

nical Commission (IEC).

Dr. Spälti first read about the possibility of making  

a legacy in favour of ETH Zurich in an article on  

the entrepreneur and ETH alumnus Branco Weiss. 

He then contacted the ETH Zurich Foundation to 

find out more about ways of providing support 

through his estate. These discussions led to a close 

and long-standing relationship between Dr. Spälti 

and the ETH Zurich Foundation. He was particularly 

pleased to visit the laboratory where he had  

carried out research himself during his student 

days. The ETH Zurich Foundation appreciates the  

confidence Dr. Spälti placed in it and the respon- 

sibility assigned through his legacy. In accordance 

with the donor’s wishes, the newly established 

“Dr. Alfred und Flora Spälti Fonds” will be used to 

support science and technology, specifically in  

the fields of electrical engineering, energy research 

(including nuclear technology), telecommunica-

tions and physics.
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Karl Schneider
Dr. Michael Schneider
Stefan Schneider
Hans J. Schnetzler
Thomas Schöb
Rolf Scholz
Marco Schommer
Karl Schönbächler
Rafael Schönenberger
Peter Schöni
Constantin Schrafl
Hans-Rudolf Schreiber
Dr. Julian Schrenk
Ursula Klar Schröder
Prof. Dr. Renate Schubert
Brigitte Schubnell
Dr. Peter Schudel
Kurt Schudel
Dr. Alex von Schulthess
Martin von Schulthess

Thomas Schulz
Dr. Natascha Schill Schulze
Klaus Schumacher
Nicolas von Schumacher
Dr. Yvonne Schürch
Martin Schürz
Philipp Schütz
Jörg Schwander
Dr. Claude Schwarz
Giacomo Schwarz
Dr. Margrit Schwarz-Speck
Dr. Gerhard Schwärzler
Patrick Schwärzler
Rolf Schweighauser
Prof. Dr. Gerhard Schweitzer
Christian P. Schweizer
Dr. Jürg Schweizer
Jürg Schweizer
Mathias Paul Schweizer
Marketa Schweizer-Marek
Jürg Schwengeler
Dr. Donata Scossa-Romano
Alois Seeholzer
Kerim Seiler
Martin Seiler
Jakob Seitz
Dr. Oleg Semenov
Dr. Micha Semmler
Dr. Indrani Sen
Prof. Dr. Jörg Sennheiser
Bertran Sennwald
Patrick Senti
Rolf Sethre
Dr. Xintian Shi
Oskar Sidler
Dr. Christoph Siegenthaler
Eric Sieger
Prof. Dr. Roland Siegwart
Dr. Christian Sigg
Rudolf Sigg
Roland Sigrist
Thomas Sigrist
Rosemarie Simmen
Dr. Petra Simoncic
Martino Simoni
Frank W. Sinden
Prof. Richard Sinniger
Stephan Sintzel
Mischa Siroky
Dr. Staffan Sjögren
Dr. Konstantin und  
Maria Skaleric
Evanghelos Skopelitis
Nemanja Skoric
Dr. Peter Skrabal
Robert Skvarc
Pirouz Sohi
Lovro Soldo
Patric Somlo
Patrick Sommer
Peter Sommer
Peter Sommerhalder
Dr. Hans Sonderegger
Dr. Milos Sormaz
Dr. Dino Sozzi
Peter Spacek
Dr. Matteo Spada
Dr. Christian Spagno
Gottlieb Spahn
Peter Spalinger
Th. und C. Spaltenstein
Dr. Alfred Spälti
Eugen Späti
Dr. Oliver Speer
Prof. Dr. Ernst Spiess
Prof. Dr. Kurt R. Spillmann
Peter Spinatsch
Alex Spora
Max Sprenger
Dr. Thomas Sprenger
Dr. Peter Spring

Peter Spring
Prof. Dr. Sarah M. Springman
Dr. Rudolf K. Sprüngli
Dr. Alois Stadler
Dr. Markus Stadler
Eric Stadtmann
Dr. Andreas Stahel
Urs Stahel
Roland Stähli
Andreas Stalder
Herbert Stalder
Kurt Stamm
Christian Stammbach
Dr. Roland Stärk
Prof. Dr. Rudolf Starkermann
Patrick Staub
Dr. Andreas Stäubli
Marcel Staudt
Astrid Staufer
Dietrich Stauffacher
Prof. Dr. Fritz Stauffer
Hanspeter Stauffer
Paul Stebler
Björn Steffen
Hans Steger
Dr. Jürg Steger
Peter Stehlik
Jakob Steib
Andreas Steiger
Felix A. Steinebrunner
Dr. Werner Steinegger
Beda Steiner
Leo G. Steiner
Martin Steiner
Dr. Reinhold O. Steiner
Robert Steiner
Toni Steiner
Walter Steinlin
Dr. Markus Steinlin
Marcel Steinmarder
Fortunat Steinrisser
Dr. Daniel Stekhoven
Prof. Dr. Klaas Enno Stephan
Beat Stettler
Dr. Jean-Claude Stettler
Ruedi Steurer
Hansjürg Stocker
Dr. Fabian Stöckli
Othmar Stöckli
Rudolf Stöckli
Bigna Stoffel
Dr. Nikolay Stoimenov
Christof Stokar
Hans Stoller
Theodor Stolz
Werner Stolz
Hubert Stomp
Hans Storck
Jürg Strasser
Hans Streiff
Adrian Streuli
Ueli Streuli
Lukas Stricker
Alexandre Strigens
Pericle Strozzi
Jürg Stucki
Bernhard Stucky
Charles Studer
Dr. David B. Stüssi
Uwe Suckow
Hans-Peter Sulser
Christoph Suter
Lukas Suter
Philipp Sutter
Walter Sutter
Dr. Miroslav Svercel
Orjan Sviden
Pascal Sydler
Sydler Pascal
Bálint Szentkuti
Paul Szigeti
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Seed Projects give us the  

freedom to explore and develop  

bold and “wild” ideas, rapidly  

and pragmatically.  

Jennifer Rupp, Professor  
of Electrochemical Materials

Energy

Climate change and the integration of new forms of energy into existing distribution networks 
pose major challenges for our society. Sound knowledge and expertise from a variety of dis- 
ciplines are essential to ensure the security of future energy supplies. This makes research 
and innovation in the energy sector more important than ever. Over the past few years, with its 
Electrical Energy Initiative, ETH Zurich has substantially expanded research and teaching in this 
sector, in collaboration with industrial partners. The portfolio of professorships established under 
the initiative – comprising six chairs – has recently been completed.

Funded projects

Three new chairs created
Thanks to generous investments from the private sector, ETH 

Zurich has established three new energy professorships: Ulrike 

Grossner, an internationally recognized expert in semiconductor 

materials, has been appointed Professor of Power Semicon-

ductors. Professor Christoph Müller conducts laboratory-scale 

experiments designed to help meet the industrial challenges of 

efficient and sustainable electricity generation. And Professor 

Jürgen Biela, Head of the Laboratory for High Power Electronic 

Systems, develops systems for future energy distribution.

Seed Projects for visionary ideas
For the past two years, the ETH Zurich Foundation has been 

supporting bold and promising energy research projects thanks 

to donations from industrial partners and far-sighted individ- 

uals. In 2015, the second round of applications for Seed Project 

funding will be launched; all ETH Zurich Professors are eligible 

to apply for support to test innovative and unconventional ideas.

New Professor of Geothermal Energy and Geofluids
Martin O. Saar holds the first of two new chairs in deep geother-

mal energy established with the aid of generous donations from 

EKZ, First Advisory Group and the Werner Siemens Foundation. 

This initiative will strengthen ETH Zurich’s research on Switzer-

land’s geotechnically exploitable subsurface.

In partnership with the ETH Zurich  

Foundation, the Heidi Ras Foundation 

supports energy research at ETH Zurich. 

Nurturing young talents in this field is  

a priority for us, as their visionary ideas  

are important for society as a whole. 

Marc Winzap, Heidi Ras Foundation
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Health and Technology

In order to meet the major challenges facing our health system, there is a need for ambitious 
talents and entrepreneurship. The ETH Zurich Foundation is active in the areas of medical tech-
nology and personalized medicine. At ETH Zurich, more than 40 professors are now conducting 
research in medical technology alone. The Institute wishes to further expand these activities 
and strengthen its leading position as an international centre for medical technology. With an 
interdisciplinary infrastructure, research groups are increasingly collaborating in projects with 
industry, the University of Zurich and Zurich hospitals. The ETH Zurich Foundation is already 
supporting this initiative with six professorships, new infrastructure, facilities and a medical 
technology project fund. Additional support will include three new professorships and funding 
for Seed Projects in priority areas such as personalized medicine.

For me, the appointment  

to an associate professorship  

at the ETH was a dream  

come true. It means I can make  

an active contribution to  

innovations in rehabilitation  

engineering.

Roger Gassert, Professor of  
Rehabilitation Engineering

Funded projects

Support for Zurich Heart Project
The Zurich Heart Project is tackling heart failure – a pressing con-

cern, as 1%– 2% of the adult population in industrialized nations 

suffer from severe heart failure. Participating in the project are 

17 professors, several clinicians and 35 postdocs and doctoral 

students at ETH, Zurich University, Zurich University hospitals 

and the German Heart Institute Berlin (DHZB). Thanks to gen-

erous donations, a team of scientists led by Professor Edoardo 

Mazza has started developing a hyperelastic hybrid membrane. 

In the future, up to ten interdisciplinary research projects are to 

be financed per year through a project fund. 

Seed Projects in personalized medicine 
The Center for Personalized Medicine, which opened in 2014, 

supports teaching and research in the field of genome-based 

healthcare. Last year, the ETH Zurich Foundation supported 

Seed Projects concerned with personalized weight loss strat-

egies and the identification of new diagnostic biomarkers. 

Chair of Rehabilitation Engineering
Zurich-based company Hocoma enabled the establishment  

of a new Chair of Rehabilitation Engineering. Professor Roger 

Gassert’s research focuses on human-robot interaction and 

sensor-based systems for rehabilitation therapy. 

Chair of Physical Activity and Health
Thanks to a generous donation from the Wilhelm Schulthess 

Foundation, ETH Zurich can now establish a new Chair of Phys-

ical Activity and Health. The chair is expected to be appointed 

by the end of 2015.

After our successful five-year collabor- 

ation with ETH Zurich, supporting a chair  

in the field of movement sciences was  

the logical next step. This will be beneficial 

not just for orthopaedic research but  

also for patients.

Franz von Meyenburg, President  
of the Wilhelm Schulthess Foundation
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World Food System

Under the World Food System initiative, launched in 2011, ETH Zurich and its partners are 
addressing key nutrition challenges at the local and global level. Researchers of the initiative 
that are members of the World Food System Center (WFSC) are working, for example, on 
extending the shelf life of fresh products, reducing cadmium levels in soils and exploiting the 
potential of buckwheat. Expertise is also to be developed in the areas of plant breeding and 
sustainable food production.

Thanks to the scholarship, my pro- 

fessional and academic skills have been 

significantly improved. The results  

of my research could ultimately lead  

to a high-quality rice that would  

benefit people in developing countries 

in particular. 

Kulaporn Boonyaves, the holder of a  
Heinz Imhof fellowship, works in Professor 
Wilhelm Gruissem’s Plant Biotechnology 
Laboratory.

With the Coop Sustainability Fund, we  

promote new approaches to sustainable 

food production. And we support  

ETH Zurich’s World Food System Center 

because the researchers are working  

on fundamental questions of nutrition 

and developing groundbreaking solutions 

which will benefit society. 

Joos Sutter, Chairman of the  
Coop Executive Comittee

Funded projects

Focus on resilient food systems
In 2013, Johan Six took up a new Chair of Sustainable Agroeco- 

systems, established with generous support from Syngenta. 

Professor Six is currently leading a flagship research project on 

assessing and improving the resilience of food systems. The aim 

is to produce guidelines and a toolkit adapted to stakeholders’ 

needs, possibly in the form of a freely accessible online data-

base. Policymakers around the world will thus benefit from the 

findings of international case studies on food system resilience. 

Summer schools in India and Switzerland
Last year, the WFSC organized two summer schools. In Feb-

ruary, 19 doctoral students and postdocs focused on organic 

production systems during a two-week visit to India. In August, 

24 students from 17 countries met in Switzerland to explore the 

challenges of organic production, animal welfare and fair-trade 

systems. The interdisciplinary and holistic approach to current 

global nutrition issues makes the summer school programme 

particularly valuable for students.  

Scholarship for rice research
PhD student Kulaporn Boonyaves holds a Heinz Imhof fellow-

ship. Her research is aimed at an improved understanding of the 

physiological processes involved in the fortification of rice with 

iron and other nutrients.  
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Sustainable 
Construction
With the Sustainable Construction initiative, 
engineers and architects at ETH Zurich are  
jointly tackling new challenges in construction 
and in the handling of material flows. Urban 
water management is just one of many priority 
areas. Existing research and teaching expert- 
ise in sustainable construction is being strength-
ened not only by interdisciplinary projects  
but also by the establishment of new professor- 
ships – including the Chair of Soft Materials, 
which has been held by Jan Vermant since 
August 2014.

The generous donations allow critical  

mass to be achieved in research on  

highly relevant topics at ETH Zurich. And  

they create space to research the  

foundations of engineering, so that sus- 

tainable solutions can be found for  

the major challenges facing our society.

Jan Vermant,  
Professor of Soft Materials

Water is a vital resource, and water sup- 

plies and sound wastewater management are 

fundamental to sustainable construction.  

That’s the reason for our commitment to teach-

ing and research on Urban Water Systems  

at ETH Zurich. 

Dr. Andreas Flury, President of the  
Board of Trustees, Albert Lück Foundation

House of Natural Resources
On the Hönggerberg Campus, work has begun on 

the construction of the House of Natural Resources – 

made possible partly by donations to the ETH Zurich 

Foundation. The building will be used to test new 

technologies and structural elements based on Swiss 

timber (hardwood); from May 2015, it will be available 

for research, teaching and presentations.

Security

More than 20 professorships at ETH  
Zurich are concerned with systemic risks, in  
areas such as energy and transport infra- 
structure, financial products and IT systems. 
The ETH Risk Center, established in 2011,  
is now a leading centre for integrated risk  
management. Its research on knowledge- 
based risk reduction should help society and 
industry to better manage risk portfolios  
and develop resilience-enhancing strategies. 
Further development of the Information  
Security Center is now a priority.

By supporting research and teaching in  

information security, Swisscom gains vital 

inputs and gets to know the top talent.  

This gives us a competitive edge, sharpens 

our focus on innovation and underlines  

our commitment to a secure Switzerland  

in the digital world.

Urs Schaeppi, CEO Swisscom

Funded projects

ZISC – an international IT security hub
Our society is dependent on secure and reliable 

IT systems. The ETH Zurich Information Security 

and Privacy Center (ZISC), supported by industrial 

partners such as Kaba, has established itself as an 

international hub for security research. A generous 

donation from Swisscom made it possible to appoint 

Adrian Perrig to a new professorship in information 

security. Further development of information secur-

ity research in collaboration with industrial partners 

and donors is a strategic priority for ETH Zurich. The 

short-term goal is to create an Open Lab to promote 

mutually inspiring exchanges between students, 

researchers, visiting professors and industry experts.

Seed Projects successfully launched
In 2014, four groundbreaking research ideas were 

supported within the framework of interdisciplinary 

Seed Projects. In each case, a PhD student or post-

doc is being supervised by two professors from  

different disciplines. This year, another two Seed 

Projects will be funded in the areas of macroeco-

nomics and collaborative networks.

The Internet is becoming 

increasingly vulnerable, so it’s 

high time it was reinvented 

– that’s what all my research 

efforts are focused on. 

Adrian Perrig, Professor of  
Information Security
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Talents

The Excellence Scholarship & Opportunity Programme (ESOP) allows top-performing students 
to pursue a Master’s degree at ETH Zurich free from financial worries, leaving more room for 
thought. Bachelor’s students from all over the world are eligible to apply for an Excellence 
Scholarship – irrespective of nationality or social background. What counts is talent, enthusiasm, 
dedication and an outstanding academic record. This programme is only possible thanks to 
generous donations from companies, foundations and private individuals. The level of support 
is gratifying: since ESOP was launched, numerous alumni have made regular contributions. 
The ETH Zurich Foundation has set itself the goal of funding 50 Excellence Scholarships per 
year. After all, talented young researchers are indispensable, not just for academia, but for 
Switzerland as an industrial centre and for the global economy.

What I like about the scholarship pro-

gramme is that it recognizes both outstand-

ing performance and students’ deter- 

mination – which is just as important. These 

are exactly the type of young talents that 

Switzerland as an innovation centre needs.

Felix Mayer, 
Dr. sc. nat. ETH, Mathematics and Physics, 
Co-CEO of Sensirion 

The analytical approach I learned at the 

ETH Zurich and the practice-oriented 

teaching were an excellent preparation for  

my professional life. Today, as a woman, 

engineer, mother and politician, I can  

see how crucial and valuable that prepar- 

ation was. I support the Excellence  

Scholarship programme to promote the 

scientific and engineering talents of  

young women in particular.

Cristina Zanini Barzaghi,  
Dipl. Bau-Ing. ETH, Lugano City Councillor

The Excellence Scholarship allows me  

to concentrate on my studies and to make 

the most of the educational opportunities 

available. It also gives me the freedom  

to interact with ETH students from other 

disciplines, which is very rewarding.

Simon Zemp, Excellence Scholar in 2013 (CH),  
is studying Architecture and is particularly  
interested in the complex correlations of culture 
and economics in urban planning and the social 
impacts of construction. His hobbies include 
travelling, skiing and photography.

This scholarship opens the door to a  

successful engineering career. It offers  

a unique opportunity for me to study  

at an institute which is a world leader in 

the engineering field – and in a country 

with a reputation for innovation.

Cynthia Tan, Excellence Scholar in 2014 (US),  
is studying Mechanical Engineering and  
aiming to do a PhD at ETH Zurich. In her free 
time, she plays volleyball and enjoys  
watching Japanese comedies.

Number of Excellence Scholarships awarded since 2007

In 2007, the programme began with  

13 scholars; in 2014, scholarships were 

awarded to a total of 45 students from  

16 countries – with Swiss students  

making up the largest group (15 scholar- 

ships). The number of applicants is 

growing year by year, and selecting the 

best candidates from this pool of talents 

is always challenging: applications are 

therefore reviewed both by the Excel- 

lence Scholarship Commission and by 

departmental admissions committees 

before the final decision on awards  

is taken by the ETH Rector, Professor 

Sarah Springman.
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Entrepreneurship 

The Pioneer Fellowship programme enables young  
entrepreneurs to bring their ideas rapidly to the market-
place for the benefit of society. Talented researchers  
are granted the resources they need to turn their results 
into an innovative product or service, and to develop  
a sound business plan – smoothing the path to their own 
start-up and new job creation. Pioneer Fellowships  
are awarded in a competitive process: projects are evalu-
ated twice a year by a jury consisting of ETH Zurich  
professors and selected industrial partners.

Thanks to the Pioneer Fellowship, 

I can put my ideas for fast-charging 

lithium-ion batteries into practice more 

rapidly, focusing on industrial feasibility. 

Dr. Martin Ebner, Pioneer Fellow and  
postdoctoral researcher at the Laboratory 
for Nanoelectronics

Supporting budding entrepreneurs at 

ETH Zurich and seeing how they develop 

highly innovative products means a lot  

to me. And I look forward to the ideas and 

successes of many more passionate  

entrepreneurs in the future.

Gerhard E. Schmid, Dipl. El.-Ing. ETH

We support Pioneer Fellows because,  

on the basis of research results,  

they develop creative solutions meeting  

societal challenges. They combine  

scientific and commercial talent,  

innovation and entrepreneurial spirit,  

in a unique way.

Guido Braschler, Managing Director, 
Accentus charitable foundation

47
Fellowships
awarded

17
Spin-offs founded  
by Pioneer Fellows

Key figures for 2010–2014

10
ETH Departments
represented

A success story thanks to
numerous benefactors

Pioneer Fellow Keith 

Gunura, CEO of noonee, 

sees good market pros- 

pects for the Chairless Chair, 

which relieves stress  

and strains for employees 

working in a standing  

position. 
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Outlook

As part of its efforts to promote innovative 
manufacturing technologies and materials, 
ETH Zurich is currently developing an  
international Quantum Engineering Center. 
As well as encouraging closer collabor- 
ation between industry, start-ups and ETH 
researchers, this initiative should provide 
direct benefits for society.

Funded projects

Student Project House –  
Science and Engineering Design Lab
In the future, more facilities should be available for stu-

dents to develop prototypes and models. For independ-

ent student projects, ETH Zurich is therefore planning 

to establish a modern design lab – which should also 

promote creativity and personal development. The ETH 

Zurich Foundation is currently seeking partners for the 

realization of this ambitious project.

Manufacturing across Scales – from Nano to Macro
The Manufacturing across Scales initiative seeks to build 

bridges between industry and researchers at ETH Zurich. 

The initiative is concerned with, for example, innovative 

production processes, process planning, complex mater-

ials and production organization. To promote exploratory 

research, a new project fund is currently being devel-

oped with the aid of generous donations. At the same 

time, dialogue with industry is being intensified, with 

two Partnership Councils (information and networking 

events) being held last year.

Expansion of Quantum Engineering 
Quantum mechanical phenomena have the potential to 

revolutionize information and communication technol-

ogy. Fourteen research groups from the fields of Phys-

ics, Chemistry, Information Technology and Electrical 

Engineering, and Mechanical Engineering are already 

working on possible future applications of quantum 

engineering. The time is now ripe for the establishment 

of a Quantum Engineering Center to bring together 

experts from various disciplines and train engineers for 

the future. Thanks to enterprising benefactors, the foun-

dations for the new centre have now been laid. Another 

important step is the establishment of a new Chair of 

Quantum Engineering.

Inaugural Cybathlon
ETH Zurich is organizing the first-ever Cybathlon, to  

be held in Kloten on 8 October 2016. At this champion- 

ship, parathletes will compete in various disciplines 

using smart prosthetic legs, powered exoskeletons or 

brain computer interfaces. The Cybathlon should help 

to remove barriers between the public, users and devel-

opers. The ETH Zurich Foundation is currently seeking 

further partners for this event.

My season ticket for the 1939 National 

Exhibition has a symbolic significance for 

me: this event united the Swiss public  

and underlined our country’s independence. 

The same is true of our ETH in this  

dynamic time: as a national institution of 

global renown, it embodies Switzerland’s  

liberal values, is a pillar of education  

and research in this country and thus lays 

the foundation for a forward-looking  

economy.

Riccardo Jagmetti, former President of  
the Council of States and Emeritus Professor  
of Law at ETH Zurich

A Micro- and Nano-

systems Group 

researcher in the 

cleanroom of the  

Binnig and Rohrer 

Nanotechnology 

Center in Rüschlikon.
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Direct  
contacts with  
researchers
During the year, the ETH Zurich Foundation organizes 

events where benefactors have an opportunity to dis-

cover what their donations have made possible. Here, 

they can meet talented researchers and discuss the 

latest findings, technologies and developments with 

ETH professors.

1   For business leaders and academics, the ETH 

President’s Conference offers not only exclusive 

insights into ongoing research, but also access to 

a unique network. 

2   At the annual Meet the Talent event, support-

ers and beneficiaries of the Excellence Scholarship & 

Opportunity Programme can share their experiences.

3   ETH alumnus Jack Heuer – one of the great 

experts in the history of the Swiss watch industry – 

visited ETH Zurich last year to share his lifetime’s 

experience with around fifty Excellence Scholars 

and Pioneer Fellows.

4   To promote dialogue between researchers 

and industry, the ETH Zurich Foundation held sev-

eral Partnership Councils (information and network-

ing events) last year.

5   Young entrepreneurs describe their business 

ideas and successful start-up projects.

1 2

4 5

3
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Facts and Figures (consolidated)

Income statement 2014 2013
 in CHF in CHF

INCOME

Financial contributions, not earmarked 723 000 1 137 934

Financial contributions, earmarked 152 469 463 89 900 887

Total financial contributions 153 192 463 91 038 821

Repayment of donations –9 000 000 –13 200 000

Other income 72 304 14 980

TOTAL INCOME 144 264 767 77 853 801

EXPENSES

Allocations of non-earmarked contributions 250 000 2 091 000

Allocations of earmarked contributions 15 836 368 22 851 759

Total allocations 16 086 368 24 942 759

Operating expenses 2 068 282 1 490 742 

Intermediate result 126 110 117 51 420 300

Financial income 11 508 039 13 277 216

Financial expenses –305 240 –3 863 684

Depreciation –31 836 –10 575

Extraordinary income 327 792 240 666

Fund result (earmarked fund) –129 329 973 –55 059 867

ANNUAL RESULT 8 278 899 6 004 056

The consolidated financial statements were prepared in accordance with Swiss GAAP FER guidelines.

In our capacity as auditors of the ETH Zurich Foundation, we confirm that the figures reported can be derived from  

the 2014 consolidated financial statements, which we have audited and certified without qualification on 6 March 2015. 

KPMG AG

Raphael Arnet        Michael Herzog

Balance sheet 2014 2013
 in CHF in CHF

ASSETS

Total current assets 211 065 615 189 774 340
Cash and cash equivalents 8 197 846 13 934 197

Securities 141 160 639 118 773 557

Short-term receivables from donors  60 757 417 55 792 000

Other receivables/prepaid expenses and accrued income 949 713 1 274 586

 

Total non-current assets 237 073 130 130 292 116
Fixed assets under construction 11 100 000 2 250 000

Other long-term receivables 55 000 55 000

Receivables from donors  225 721 888 127 974 138

Fixed assets 196 242 12 978

TOTAL ASSETS 448 138 745 320 066 456

 

LIABILITIES

Current liabilities 28 971 793 16 723 299
Short-term liabilities 164 854 62 617

Short-term liabilities from allocations 18 644 277 16 473 982

Short-term loan obligations 10 000 000 0

Deferred income 162 662 186 700

  

Non-current liabilities 70 160 000 91 945 077
Long-term loan obligations  0 10 000 000

Long-term liabilities from allocations 70 160 000 81 945 077

 
Fund capital (earmarked funds) 301 325 515  171 995 542 
 
Organizational capital 47 681 437 39 402 538
Paid-in capital 50 000 50 000

Internally generated unrestricted capital 39 352 538 33 348 482

Annual result 8 278 899 6 004 056

TOTAL LIABILITIES 448 138 745 320 066 456

Subsidiary of the ETH Zurich Foundation: Immobilien ETHZF Ltd

The ETH Zurich Foundation set up the company Immobilien ETHZF Ltd  

and granted it a loan of CHF 17.1 m to create the HCP building on  

the Hönggerberg campus. The company has transferred responsibility  

for construction and operation of the building to ETH Zurich, and has  

placed the new office and seminar space at the disposal of ETH Zurich.

Chairman of the Board: Dr. Donald Tillman

Board members: Reinhard Giger, Dr. Thomas Wetzel

Origin of funds 2003 – 2014 Donations 2008 – 2014

42%
Private donors

20%
Foundations,
organizations

38%
Companies
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Board of Trustees Contact

We thank the following long-serving members of the Board of Trustees for their valuable contributions:

Prof. Dr. Ralph Eichler, former President of ETH Zurich, Vice President of the Board of Trustees 2007–2014
Dr. Alice Huxley, biotech entrepreneur, founder and CEO of Aliophtha AG; Board member 2009–2014
Prof. Dr. Roland Siegwart, former Vice President Research and Corporate Relations, ETH Zurich, Board member 2010–2014

Prof. Dr. Lino Guzzella
President of ETH Zurich;
Vice President of the Board  
of Trustees since 2015

President Vice President

Dr. Hariolf Kottmann
CEO, Clariant;
Board member since 2012

Prof. Dr. Detlef Günther
Vice President Research  
and Corporate Relations,  
ETH Zurich; Board member 
since 2015

Dr. Brice Koch
CEO, OC Oerlikon;
Board member since 2012

Dr. Irene Kaufmann
Vice-Chairwoman of the  
Board of Directors, Coop Group;
Board member since 2009

Jürgen Dormann
President of the Board  
of Trustees since 2008

Dr. Walter Grüebler
Former Chairman of the  
Board of Directors, Sika AG;
Board member since 2008

Dr. Thomas Knecht
Chairman of the Board of  
Directors, Knecht Holding AG;
Board member since 2005

Francisco Fernandez
Founder and CEO Avaloq
Evolution AG; Board member  
since 2008

Prof. Dr. Pius Baschera
Chairman of the Board  
of Directors, Hilti AG;
Board member since 2014
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For me, it’s important to know the 

researchers who receive support from  

my fund. The best way of achieving  

that is to work together with the ETH 

Zurich Foundation. I’m delighted  

that this enables me to maintain my  

close links with ETH Zurich – which  

have existed for over 30 years.

Jörg Hugel, Emeritus Professor of  
Electrotechnical Developments and Systems 
at ETH Zurich, and founder of the Else and 
Friedrich Hugel Fund
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