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At the exhibition, Excellence Scholar Sergey Ermakov showcased the use of new detector technologies at Paul Scherrer Institut
(PSI) to decode the mysteries of neutrinos.
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“What is talent?” This question lay at the heart of this year’s “Meet the Talent”, which
brought together nearly 400 donors and over 50 supported students and early-career
researchers. The event made one thing clear: talent has many faces – and it flourishes
particularly well in the right environment.

“Talent cannot be precisely measured or controlled. But it can be recognised – and nurtured,” said Rector Günther
Dissertori. ETH aims not only to strengthen students’ academic abilities, but also to help them grow in their
personal and social competences, “so that they are able to help shape our future responsibly.”

He went on to explain that, alongside targeted support programmes, freedom and space are crucial for talent to
develop. He illustrated this with the example of the “ETH Student Project House”, which celebrates its tenth
anniversary this year and enjoys great popularity among students. The Rector expressed his heartfelt thanks to the
donors: “Thanks to you, we are able to cultivate the fertile ground for talent in the way it needs and deserves.”

His address was followed by presentations from three Excellence Scholars and a young entrepreneur supported by
a Pioneer Fellowship.

The topics ranged from stress testing in steel structures to organoids, a robotic hand, and the recycling of rare
earth elements.

https://sph.ethz.ch


Before and after the presentations, guests had the opportunity to explore a further 17 projects in an interactive
exhibition and to engage directly with supported talents. To enable international donors to participate actively in
“Meet the Talent”, a video call in English with three supported talents was also held prior to the livestream of the
main programme.

Once again this year, the event was recognised for its strong consideration of sustainability aspects and awarded
the “Sustainable Event SILVER” label by ETH Zurich.

Recording of the presentations (German)

What does talent mean to you?

During the event, five Excellence Scholars mingled with the guests and posed the question: What does talent mean
to you? Donors and Excellence Scholars shared their very personal answers.

A video by Franziska Schneider, Joseph Crudington, Stasha Petrovikj, Omoefe Grant-Oyeye and Ioana Popescu.

Video

Impressions

https://ethz.ch/en/the-eth-zurich/sustainability/2030-agenda/sustainable-events.html
https://youtu.be/BFOBN-YRsJQ
https://ethz-foundation.ch/iframe title=
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Many thanks!

Plenary part: Lionel Gilliar-Schönenberger, Jana Moos, Max Eberlein, Dr
Marie Perrin

Exhibition: Lukas Bircher, Aurel Berger, Harish Karthick Vijay, Leon Brunella,
Max Wipfli, Amélia Graber, Vicente Mario Algaba Martínez, Julia Knuchel,
Moritz Hangartner, Sergey Ermakov, Cedric Wenger, Natalie Wende, Adam
Korczak, Anna de Vries, Peter Schmitt, Céline Grünenfelder, Kristóf Zoltán
Floch

Video-Call: Clara Nörenberg, Luca Drole, Panagiotis Karapiperis



Behind the scenes: Estelle Zemp, Thomas Zimmermann, Luca Hegner,
Flurin Steck, Alejandro Escalera Ledermann, Ivana Carina Carcamo Valencia,
Sebastian Schweizer, Raoul Klein, Maxwell Nsoh, Aleksa Madžarević, Manjari
Sengupta, Ulysse McConnell, Pin Yuan Tseng, Esther Petat, Matthijs Muis,
Parinay Chauhan, Victor Ribeiro Sanctis, Mehrshad Taziki, Tomás Pinto
Ferreira Dias, Yvonne Ly, Niclas Scheuer

https://ethz-foundation.ch/en/spotlight/news-2026-meet-the-talent-2026/
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